
Annual Report | 2011
A year of significant milestones, gifts and partnerships



2    OTC Foundation  •  Annual Report 2011

T his has been a year of milestones for Ozarks Technical Community College.  
In its 20th year of offering classes, the College now serves more than 15,000 
students, has begun construction on its third full-service campus, and has 

been named one of the top 120 community colleges in the nation. It has never been 
more apparent that OTC is a vital and significant part of the southwest Missouri 
community, economy and workforce.  

Early in the year, an independent study was released which detailed the College’s 
economic and community impact. The study found that OTC contributes more 
than $211 million each year to its community. These findings, which are available 
in full on the College’s website, demonstrate in hard figures what we already knew 
from the stories of our students: OTC improves the careers, finances and lives of 
individuals, which in turn improves the community.

The growing role of OTC in the community was one of many factors that 
influenced the College’s decision to become the Ozarks Technical Community 
College system. This reorganization included some changes in leadership positions 
and in the names of the system’s various locations. OTC is already the third-largest 
community college in the state of Missouri, and the transition to a system structure 
puts the institution in a better position for future growth and expansion plans.

As we continue to grow in student population, in locations, and in academic 
opportunities offered, we continue to need your support. The local businesses 
and individuals who invest their time, money, equipment, knowledge and other 
resources are crucial to the College’s ability to meet the needs of its students and its 
community.  

As you will see in the pages of this report, OTC has had an exciting year, with 
new partnerships, improvements and celebrations at every turn. None of it would be 
possible without your support. Thank you for the role you play in OTC’s continued 
success. We are proud to share this community with you.

From left: Dr. Hal Higdon, chancellor 
and Mr. Cliff Davis, vice chancellor for 
Institutional Advancement and executive 
director of the OTC Foundation.

From the Chancellor’s Office

Mission Statement

The mission of Ozarks Technical 
Community College is to promote 
student learning through 
accessible, high quality, affordable 
workforce training, and technical 
and general education that is 
responsive to the educational 
needs of the community and its 
diverse constituencies.
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HLC team visits OTC, renews 
accreditation for 10 years
February 11, 2011

More than two years of preparation 
culminated in a three-day visit to 
Ozarks Technical Community College 
by an accreditation team from the 
Higher Learning Commission (HLC). 
Five HLC team members came to 
the Springfield campus and met with 
everyone from the College’s Board of 
Trustees to faculty and staff. 

The team gave OTC an excellent 
review and determined that the College 
is eligible for 10 years of continued 
accreditation.

“The HLC’s accreditation process is 
a very rigorous evaluation system that 
allows us to do a critical self-analysis 
of our college,” explained Dr. Shirley 
Lawler, vice chancellor for Academic 
and Student Affairs. 

For students, being an HLC-
accredited college means they can obtain 
federal financial aid. The nursing and 
physical therapy assistant programs need 
the HLC accreditation before they can 
apply for specialized affiliations for their 
programs. 

The College’s self-study and other 
material about the accreditation visit are 
available at www.otc.edu/selfstudy.

OTC receives $25,000 
grant from the William T. 
Kemper Foundation & 
Commerce Bancshares 
Foundation
March 23, 2011

The William T. Kemper 
Foundation & Commerce 
Bancshares Foundation presented 
the OTC Foundation with a 
joint grant totaling $25,000. The 
gift, which was made to support the 
College’s Major Gifts Capital Campaign, 
was used toward furniture, fixtures and 
equipment for the expansion of the 
Information Commons West, located on 
the Springfield campus.

OTC IN REVIEW

OTC contributes  
$211 million annually  
to area economy
February 22, 2011

An independent study 
was released detailing the 
economic and community 
impact of Ozarks Technical 
Community College. The 
study showed that OTC 
contributes more than 
$211 million each year to 
its community through a 
combination of college 
operations, student 
spending, and productivity 
of graduates in the 
workforce.  

The $211 million annual 
economic impact is broken 
down into three factors. 
OTC alumni contribute 
$168.6 million in added regional income each year; this 
contribution is due to the higher earnings of former OTC students and the 
increased output of businesses. The College’s operations generate $31.6 
million in net added income, while the spending of students who attend OTC 
from outside of the College’s service area generates $11.6 million; these two 
factors combine to provide a total of $43.2 million in income to the College’s 
service area economy each year. 

OTC’s impact on the area’s economy was the topic of the summer/fall issue 
of OTC Profile, sent to more than 275,000 homes across the region. The 

publication contained stories that reflect the College’s 
economic impact including:

•   Marge Cheesman, director of Dynamic 
Strides and a graduate of the College’s 

Occupational Therapy program, offers 
physical therapy and hippotherapy. 
Most of her clients are children with 
conditions including Down syndrome 
and cerebral palsy.

•  Rick Hughlett, owner of Rick’s 
Automotive and OTC Foundation 
Board of Directors member, has hired 

OTC graduates for his business.

•   CoxHealth and St. John’s Health 
System executives both speak about how 

OTC’s Allied Health programs’ graduates 
help fill the ranks of medical personnel needed 

in their systems. They also point to the quality of 
graduates in terms of work preparedness.

For more information, visit www.otc.edu/economicimpact. The study of 
OTC’s economic impact was performed by Economic Modeling Specialists, Inc.

College Credit  •  WorkforCe development  •  Community enriChment
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Middle College opens to 
additional area districts
March 24, 2011

The overwhelmingly successful 
Middle College at Ozarks Technical 
Community College continues to draw 
interest from school districts and donors 
in the region.

Designed to assist students who are 
struggling in high school, this program 
also helps address the needs of students 
that are historically underserved or lack 
access to higher education. 

The unique program, the only one of 
its kind in Missouri, was initially piloted 
with Springfield students but is now 
open to additional area school partners. 
Since its start several years ago, the 
program has grown to 76 students.

In addition, the Middle College has 
received a generous $100,000 gift from 
Jim and Cathy Moore. More information 
about the Moores’ contribution can be 
found on page 20.

OTC named one of top 120 
community colleges in the nation
April 27, 2011

Ozarks Technical Community College 
was designated as one of the top 120 
community colleges in the United 
States, representing the top 10 percent 
of the approximately 1,200 eligible 
institutions. The Aspen Institute, a 
Washington, D.C., based non-profit 
organization, presented the winners with 
the help of Education Secretary Arne 
Duncan and Dr. Jill Biden, wife of Vice 
President Joe Biden and a community 
college professor.

The top community colleges were 
chosen by the Aspen Institute’s College 
Excellence Program, a division of the 
Institute that focuses on identifying 
and replicating campus-wide practices 
that significantly improve college 
student outcomes. Eligible colleges were 
judged on student success, consistent 
improvement, and equity in outcomes.

Community Day offers 
something for everyone
April 30, 2011

The second annual OTC Community 
Day, held at the Springfield campus, had 
something for everyone who attended.

In addition to the Car and Motorcycle 
Show and popular Welding Day, visitors 
also found helpful demonstrations and 
information about a variety of subjects 
from landscaping to food preparation.

The Turf and Landscape program’s 
Plant Sale was held that day with 
plenty of flowers and vegetable plants 
available for purchase. The program 
also conducted a water-gardening 
demonstration and offered lawn-mower-
blade sharpening. 

The Fine Arts department provided 
face painting and live music, while 
Culinary students showed off their 
ice carving skills. A variety of other 
programs, including Dental Hygiene, 
Fire Science, Graphic Design and many 
others, offered services, giveaways, and 
more at this year’s event.

OTC brings ‘Our Town’  
to Gillioz Theatre
May 3, 2011

Ozarks Technical Community College’s 
Fine Arts department presented its 
version of the iconic play “Our Town” 
in April. 

The department offered four 
successful performances at the 
historic Gillioz Theatre in downtown 
Springfield.

More than 50 students, as well as 
several members of the OTC faculty and 
staff, were involved in the production as 
a part of the cast or behind the scenes 
in costuming, set design, original music 
composition, marketing and other roles.

OTC IN REVIEW

Above: The Fine Arts department 
provided face painting at Community 
Day. Right: Students perform the play 
“Our Town” at the Gillioz Theatre.
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Students’ artwork on city streets
May 3, 2011

Some downtown Springfield sidewalks 
are more interesting to look at thanks to 
a project involving OTC art students.

The Storm Drain Reveal Project, 
sponsored by the James River Basin 
Partnership, the City of Springfield 
and the Springfield Regional Arts 
Council, brought artists together to 
promote water quality protection. The 
finished murals were unveiled during 
Springfield’s First Friday Art Walk event 
in May.

OTC students designed and painted 
eight of the 10 drains selected for 
painting. The artist’s ideas surrounding 
the theme of water quality protection 
were submitted to a committee of city 
and basin staff who selected the winners.

It is a public education project 
to inform the community on the 
connection the storm drains have with 
local waterways. Organizers hope the 
murals will continue to raise awareness 
long after the initial planned events. The 
artwork is expected to last about three 
years on the sidewalks.

Governor Nixon speaks at 
commencement ceremony
May 19, 2011

A bit of history was made at this 
year’s Ozarks Technical Community 
College’s commencement ceremony. 
Governor Jay Nixon was the first 
Missouri governor to address an OTC 
graduating class. The ceremony was 
held on May 19 at JQH Arena on the 
campus of Missouri State University.

In his address, Gov. Nixon 
encouraged the graduates to employ 
critical thinking, saying, “Use your 
education to bring light, not heat, to 
public discourse.”

This year’s ceremony also included 
the presentation of the second-annual 
Distinguished Alumni Award to Ryan 
Nicholls, director of the Springfield-
Greene County Office of Emergency 
Management. See his story on page 16.

A total of 482 graduates participated 
in the commencement ceremony, which 
was attended by thousands of family 
members and friends.

BKD Foundation, Positronic 
Industries help fund expansion
June 22, 2011

The OTC Foundation received a gift of 
$15,000 from the BKD Foundation. 
The funds were used for the expansion 
of the Information Commons West on 
the OTC Springfield Campus, and one 
of the new classrooms in the addition 
has been named in the firm’s honor. 
(Continued on page 7.)

Dr. Hal Higdon and Gov. Jay Nixon led 
OTC graduates at spring commencement. 
Below: Gov. Nixon was the first governor 
to address an OTC graduating class. 

Above: Fine Arts students created artwork 
on downtown Springfield sidewalks to 
promote water quality awareness.
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Additionally, two $15,000 gifts were 
made by John Gentry, president and 
chairman of the Board of Positronic 
Industries and a member of the 
OTC Foundation Board. One of 
the gifts was used in the expansion 
of the Information Commons West 
on the Springfield campus, and the 

other benefitted the Middle College 
program. A new classroom in the 
Information Commons West has been 
named in honor of Positronic Industries.

Ozarks Technical Community 
College becomes system
July 1, 2011

Ozarks Technical Community College 
has become the Ozarks Technical 
Community College system, a 
reorganization that includes changes in 
leadership positions and in the names of 
the system’s various locations. 

Dr. Hal Higdon has become 
chancellor of the Ozarks Technical 
Community College system, a position 
that functions as chief executive 
officer of the College. Dr. Higdon also 
continues to serve as president of OTC 
Springfield Campus. Dr. Jeff Jochems 
has been named the first president of 
OTC Richwood Valley Campus.

The change to a system structure 
reflects the exponential growth of 
OTC, and puts the institution in a 
better position for future growth and 
expansion plans. The College is now 
positioned alongside the other systems 
in the state, St. Louis Community 
College and Metropolitan Community 
College in Kansas City. This will 
provide OTC with more opportunities 
for additional funding, for working 
with state legislators, and for potential 
partnerships with larger institutions.

Ozarks Technical Community 
College’s other locations are now 
known as OTC Lebanon Center, OTC 
Branson Center, and OTC Waynesville 
Center; OTC Online retained its 
previous name. 

Culinary students excited  
to cook for Crow 
July 22, 2011

Mark Dandurand and Nathan Frazo 
had smiles on their faces a week after 
experiencing the biggest moment in 
their young culinary careers.

In July, the two OTC students were 
asked to assist Sheryl Crow’s personal 
chef in preparing the rock star’s pre-
concert meal before her performance 
at Drury University. The two students 
were picked after Crow’s personal chef, 
Chuck White, contacted Lisa Gardner, 
director of OTC’s culinary arts program, 
to ask for help in preparing the meal.

Mark, who cooks at the Twin Oaks 
Country Club, and Nathan, who cooks 
at the Clarion Hotel, won national 
SkillsUSA honors for their culinary 
abilities. Mark took second place in 
culinary arts and Nathan was seventh in 
the nation in commercial baking.

The three-course meal consisted 
of a fried green tomato BLT; a rib 
eye steak with smoked tomato sauce; 
roasted vegetables and potatoes; and for 
dessert, a strawberry panna cotta with a 
strawberry-blueberry sauce.

OTC relief effort for Joplin 
tornado recovery brings out 
the best in the Ozarks
May 30, 2011

When a major tornado tore 
through Joplin on Sunday, May 
22, OTC responded with speed 
and efficient organization. In 
less than 24 hours, OTC, in 
partnership with the Journal 
Broadcast Group, began 
collecting tons of goods and 
tens of thousands of dollars for 
Joplin’s tornado victims.

When the collection finished, 
OTC and Journal Broadcast 
Group had sent nine semi-trucks 
full of supplies to Joplin and also 
presented a check in the amount 
of $71,520 to Convoy of Hope 
for the Joplin Tornado Relief 
Effort. 

 “OTC is happy and proud to 
serve as a conduit between those 
who wanted to give and those in 
need. The work of the volunteers 
and the generosity of those who 
gave speak volumes about the 
people of the Ozarks,” said Dr. 
Hal Higdon, chancellor of Ozarks 
Technical Community College.

“We also want to thank Prime 
Inc., Jim Towery at Steelman 
Transportation and the Journal 
Broadcast Group. Without their 
contribution, the effort would not 
have been as successful.”

For more information, go to 
www.otc.edu/joplinrelief.

Below: Sheryl Crow ate a pre-concert meal 
prepared by OTC Culinary Arts students. 
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OTC and Mizzou announce 
online academic partnership
August 5, 2011

Ozarks Technical Community College 
and the University of Missouri 
in Columbia finalized three new 
transfer agreements. The agreements 
are designed to provide a seamless 
transfer for qualified Ozarks Technical 
Community College students into 
online programs at Mizzou in the 
following academic paths:

•   OTC Associate of Science in 
Nursing to MU online Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing 

•   OTC Associate of Arts to MU 
online Bachelor of Health Sciences in 
Health Sciences

•   OTC Associate of Arts to MU 
online Bachelor of General Studies

“These agreements will allow more 
of OTC’s students to advance in their 
education while continuing to be a part 
of the Springfield area workforce. For 
students in the two health care industry 
programs, this will keep vital, qualified 
health care workers in our community, 
even as they pursue advanced education 
and greater opportunities,” said Dr. Hal 
Higdon, chancellor of Ozarks Technical 
Community College. 

New OTC Lebanon Center opens
August 30, 2011

As the fall semester began, the College 
completed the renovation of two 
donated buildings in Lebanon to 
create the OTC Lebanon Center, 
located on Highway MM near St. 
John’s Hospital. The College had 
previously been offering classes in the 
Nelson Education Center in Lebanon.

Classes are now being held in Casey 
Hall, named after Reuben and Mary 
Lou Casey of San Clemente, Calif., who 
donated the two buildings and more 
than 13 acres of land to OTC. The total 
property is valued at approximately 
$2.6 million. Casey Hall is home 
to 13 classrooms, computer labs, a 
student lounge and a student services 
department. 

A special event was held to open 
the new OTC Lebanon Center, 
providing an opportunity for students 
and community members to discover 
what’s inside the new facility. The event 
included a variety of guest speakers, 
including U.S. Representative Billy 
Long, Missouri State Representative 
Darrell Pollock, Vice President and 
General Manager of Missouri Eagle 
LLC in Lebanon Brad Brown, and 

Lebanon Chamber of Commerce 
President Byron Dudley.

At the OTC Springfield Campus, 
students were greeted by the remodeling 
of Information Commons West 100, 
which included the creation of 10 
classrooms, a fitness center and storage 
for the OTC Bookstore. The overhaul 
included faculty offices and a study area.

The Springfield campus also gained 
a new Electronic Media Production lab 
and a science lab for the Middle College 
program, as well as a developmental 
learning lab.

Top: OTC Lebanon Center’s packed open 
house. Above: ICW renovations. Bottom 
left: Dr. Higdon and MU’s Dr. Foster sign 
online transfer agreements.
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OTC celebrates 20th anniversary 
of classes
September 23, 2011

The fall semester of 2011 marked the 
20th anniversary of classes offered 
through Ozarks Technical Community 
College. A ceremony was held 
September 23 to commemorate the 
occasion and look back on the College’s 
beginnings. The event featured a video 
history of OTC and several guest 
speakers, including Dr. Norman K. 
Myers, the first president of OTC, Don 
Simmons, the first vice president for 
Academic Affairs, and Jackie McKinsey, 
founding and current member of the 
OTC Board of Trustees.  

OTC receives $3.6 million grant
September 28, 2011

The community colleges of Missouri 
have been awarded a grant of nearly 
$20 million to train more than 4,600 
unemployed workers for jobs in 
growing health care fields through the 
MoHealthWINs initiative. OTC will 
receive approximately $3.6 million 
of that money, which will allow the 
College to train nearly 500 workers.

OTC will use the funds to develop a 
new maintenance technician program 
and a new information technology 
program, as well as to expand the new 
Hearing Instrument Science program.

Missouri Gov. Jay Nixon visited 
the Springfield campus — his seventh 
visit to OTC — to tour the Hearing 
Instrument Science labs and hold a press 
conference. He expressed his confidence 
in OTC and the other community 
colleges, saying that for some industries, 
“retraining at a community college can 
be a direct path to new employment; 
health care is a great example.” 

Gov. Nixon also thanked OTC for 
taking the administrative lead on the 
grant, as the College will serve as the 
distributor of the funds among the 
state’s community colleges.

Official fall enrollment reaches new milestone 
September 20, 2011

According to the official federal census numbers for the fall 2011 semester, 
the Ozarks Technical Community College system is serving more students 
than ever before. A total of 15,179 students were enrolled in the fall of 2011, 
up 9.1 percent from the fall of 2010. 

The breakout of enrollment among Ozarks Technical Community College’s 
six locations was as follows:

Campus/Education Center	 Students	 Percent Growth
OTC Springfield Campus	 10,185	 6.8 %
OTC Richwood Valley Campus	 1,297	 9.6 %
OTC Lebanon Center	 641	 9.9 %
OTC Branson Center	 495	 11.2 %
OTC Waynesville Center	 443	 21.7 %
OTC Online	 2,116	 17.8 %

Totals	 15,179	 9.1 %

Left: The invitation to the 20th Anniversary 
celebration. Above: Gov. Nixon greets Allied 
Health students at the press conference 
announcing a $3.6 million grant.
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Founding OTC Board of Trustees 
member steps down;  
DeLong appointed
October 12, 2011

Founding 
member and 
current treasurer 
of the Ozarks 
Technical 
Community 
College Board 
of Trustees Don 
Clinkenbeard 

resigned from the 
Board, citing ongoing health problems. 
He was named Trustee Emeritus.

A registered professional engineer 
with degrees from University of 
Tulsa and University of Missouri-
Rolla, Clinkenbeard retired from 
Dayco Products (now Carlisle Power 
Transmission) after 30 years as a product 
laboratories manager. He holds two U.S. 
Patents, and has worked with companies 
in Japan, Denmark, Mexico, and West 
Germany to develop products. 

Clinkenbeard served as president of 
the OTC Board of Trustees from 1998-
2000, and again from 2006-2008.  

Clinkenbeard passed away in 
December. For more on his passing, see 
page 12.

Greg DeLong, 
a financial advisor 
and part owner 
of Edward Jones 
Investments 
in Springfield, 
stepped in 
to complete 
Clinkenbeard’s 
term on the 
Board, which 
will expire in April of 2012. Originally 
from Jefferson City, Mo., DeLong has 
a Bachelor of Arts from Westminster 
College and an MBA from the 
University of Missouri. He has served 
on the Board of Directors for the OTC 
Foundation since May of 2010.

OTC Founding Trustee Dolores 
Brooks leaves a legacy
October 13, 2011

Former educator and public school 
administrator Dolores Brooks, a 
founding member of the Board 
of Trustees of Ozarks Technical 
Community College, passed away at 
the age of 85. Mrs. 
Brooks served as the 
first president of the 
Board, from 1990 to 
1992, and held the 
position again from 
2002 to 2003. She 
was named a Trustee 
Emeritus upon her 
retirement in 2010.  

In November, the OTC Foundation 
received a Legacy Gift from Dolores and 
Alden Brooks; Mr. Brooks passed away 
in December 2010. The $50,000 gift 
has been used to establish the Dolores 
and Alden Brooks Memorial Fund. The 
story of the Brooks’ legacy can be found on 
page 27.

Don Clinkenbeard

Greg DeLong

Dolores Brooks and Dr. Higdon at Brooks’ retirement reception.
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OTC breaks ground for Robert 
W. Plaster Free Enterprise Center 
at OTC Table Rock Campus
October 27, 2011

Ozarks Technical Community College 
will soon begin construction on the 
Robert W. Plaster Free Enterprise 
Center at its new Table Rock campus, 
thanks to a significant seven-figure gift 
from the Robert W. Plaster Foundation. 
The gift, along with the design and floor 
plans for the center, was announced at 
the College’s groundbreaking ceremony 
in Hollister. For more about the Plaster 
Foundation’s gift to the College, read the 
story on page 18.

Dr. Hal Higdon, chancellor of 
Ozarks Technical Community College, 
expressed gratitude. “This gift will make 
it possible for OTC to open our new 

campus with a four-story, state-of-the-
art facility. The Table Rock campus 
will be fully equipped to train and 
educate the citizens of Stone and Taney 
Counties from day one,” he said.

The groundbreaking ceremony 
featured several guest speakers, 
including Branson Mayor Raeanne 
Presley, Steve Plaster of the Robert W. 
Plaster Foundation, Hollister Mayor 
David Tate, State Representative Don 

Phillips, and Hollister Superintendent 
of Schools Dr. Tim Taylor.  Also in 
attendance were several representatives 
from the City of Hollister and the 
Hollister Chamber of Commerce, as 

well as Branson entertainers Steve 
Presley, of Presleys’ Country Jubilee, 

and Tony Orlando.
OTC purchased a total of 

8.25 acres located between 
Highways 65 and 165, 
including the former 
Crockey’s Restaurant, in 
December of 2010. In 
addition to the purchased 

land, the City of Hollister 
donated a contiguous .83 

acres, bringing the total land 
now owned by the College to 

9.08 acres. The empty restaurant was 
demolished and the land cleaned for 
construction over the summer.

Citizens in the Hollister School 
District voted to join the Ozarks 
Technical Community College district 
in April of 2010. Joining the OTC 
district allows Hollister residents to pay 
the in-district tuition at the College, 
which is significantly lower than the cost 
for students living outside of the district. 

Located at 10698 Historic Highway 
165 in Hollister, the campus will open 
its doors to students in the fall of 2013.

Left: OTC leadership, officials from Branson 
and Hollister and members of the Plaster 
family perform the groundbreaking.  
Below: Design plans were revealed for the 
Table Rock facility. Steve Plaster, son of 
Robert Plaster, spoke at the event.
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$100,000 grant received from 
The Sunderland Foundation
November 10, 2011

The Sunderland Foundation presented a 
$100,000 grant to the OTC Foundation 
to help with classroom construction at 
the OTC Springfield Campus. 

“This grant demonstrates that 
organizations and people outside of our 
direct service areas recognize the value of 
the education and training we provide,” 
said Dr. Higdon. 

OTC recognizes Turner Family 
Foundation for history of giving
November 14, 2011

OTC recognized the Turner Family 
Foundation with a ceremony to officially 
name the Turner Family Foundation 
Student Lounge, a part of the expansion 
of the Information Commons West on 
the OTC Springfield Campus. For more 
about the Turner’s support, read their story 
on page 21.

Dr. Jerry F. and Shara Cash 
support dental programs
December 6, 2011

The OTC Foundation received a gift 
of $15,000 to support dental programs 
from Dr. Jerry F. and Shara Cash.  A 
classroom in Lincoln Hall, where the 
dental programs are housed, has been 
named the Dr. Jerry F. and Shara Cash 
and Dr. Tara Cash Family Orthodontics 

Classroom in honor of the family.
“Knowing that those who have 

had success in their field believe in 
the training offered at OTC lets the 
students know that they are in the 
right place for their careers,” said Cliff 
Davis, vice chancellor for Institutional 
Advancement and executive director of 
the OTC Foundation. 

OTC recognizes Bill Foster with 
naming ceremony
December 12, 2011

The College held a ceremony to 
recognize Bill Foster, of the Foster 
Hospitality Group, with the naming 
of the Bill R. Foster Student Services.  

Foster presented the OTC Foundation 
with three homes north of the OTC 
Springfield Campus, a gift valued at 
nearly $300,000. For more on his story, 
see page 19.

OTC Founding Trustee  
Don Clinkenbeard passes away
December 14, 2011

Founding member of the OTC Board of 
Trustees Don Clinkenbeard passed away 
at the age of 81. He retired from the 
Board in October.

“We are sad to have lost such a vital 
member of the OTC family, and we are 
thankful for his many years of service to 
the College,” said Dr. Higdon.  

OTC late night classes featured on NBC Nightly News
November 14, 2011

Ozarks Technical Community College’s late night classes were the subject of a 
feature that aired on NBC’s Nightly News on Sunday, November 13. The news show, 
which boasts an average weekly audience of 5.7 million viewers, interviewed OTC 
Chancellor Dr. Hal Higdon, as well as an instructor and several students, on the 
benefits of classes being offered during non-traditional hours.

OTC began offering late night classes in the spring of 2010. The schedule takes 
advantage of classrooms that are filled to capacity during the day but sit empty 
late at night. Additionally, the classes help to accommodate students whose work 
schedule could otherwise prevent them from continuing their education. A wide 
variety of classes are available, including science, computer, English and math courses.

The Cash family’s $15,000 gift to the OTC Foundation will go to support dental programs.
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2011

David Aderhold
Stephanie Brown
Vanda Chism
Crystal Hofegartner
Patrick Iver

2010

Norma Hedgpeth
Cindy Hinds
Dr. Randy Humphrey
Dianne Juby
Eric Ogan

2009

Barrie Talbott
Lyndsey Fronterhouse
Kristina Bridges-Templeton
Debbie Carlstrom
Jason Ayer

2008

Sharmane Arnold
Jason Bound
John Fishback
Witt Salley
Marcia Wheeler

2007

Martha Crise
Jennifer Dunkel
Gene Hogue 
Justin Pedigo
Diana Penrose

2006

Judi Brake
Randy Brock
Chris Delp
Ellen Newby-Hines
Rebecca Oleson

EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION

T he Excellence in Education award was created in 1992 to recognize quality individuals throughout the institution.  
Excellence in Education candidates are nominated by staff members, selected by a college-wide Recognition 
Committee, and recognized at the annual College Development Day. Each winner receives a plaque and a cash award 

from the OTC Foundation. These awards are funded each year by the Turner Family Foundation. OTC has conferred 88 
Excellence in Education Awards since the program began in 1992. Below are the last six years of award winners.  

Stephanie Brown, 2011 award recipient; Dr. Hal Higdon, 
chancellor; Mr. Howard J. Fisk, Board of Trustees president

Vanda Chism, 2011 award recipient; Dr. Hal Higdon, chancellor; 
Mr. Howard J. Fisk, Board of Trustees president

Crystal Hofegartner, 2011 award recipient; Dr. Hal Higdon, 
chancellor; Mr. Howard J. Fisk, Board of Trustees president

Patrick Iver, 2011 award recipient; Dr. Hal Higdon, chancellor; 
Mr. Howard J. Fisk, Board of Trustees president
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Meagen Fields, pictured with her daughter, received a scholarship that changed her life.  
Opposite page: After graduating from OTC, Fields has become a successful Physical Therapist Assistant.
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Student spotlight

M eagen Fields is a perfect example of someone who 
was able to overcome short-term obstacles in 
order to reach her long-term goal, thanks to the 

help of an OTC Foundation scholarship.
After graduating from Nixa High School in 2007, Meagen’s 

eyes were on the future. The first-generation college student 
had received an A+ scholarship and enrolled in OTC. 

“Coming straight out of high school and living on my own, 
it was appealing to go to a large school but have smaller class 
sizes and no student loans. I had planned to transfer with an 
associate of arts degree to a four-year college,” she said.

But those plans hit a bump in the road when Meagen 
became pregnant during her sophomore year at OTC.

“The idea of transferring was less appealing then,” Meagen 
admitted. “I knew I wanted to juggle the balance of a 
baby, school and studying, and community 
activities as little as possible. When I began 
looking around, I found that it took 18 
months to become a physical therapy 
assistant. 

“OTC had an accredited and well-known 
PTA [Physical Therapist Assistant] program. 
The facilities were outstanding. This was 
awesome news for me because being a PTA was exactly the 
career I was looking for.”

Raising a baby on her own created issues, especially 
financial ones. After winning the OTC Foundation’s 
Musgrave Foundation student scholarship, Meagen was able 
to breathe a little easier.

The scholarship is available for students seeking an 
Associate of Applied Science degree or certificate in an Allied 
Health program.

“As a single mom, this scholarship was a great help. It 
mostly paid for my books each semester. With my area of 
study, books are expensive and there is a significant amount of 
required texts and resources. Thanks to the scholarship I was 
able to have freedom from that burden and any little relief 
helps,” she said.

Meagen graduated Cum Laude in May 2009 with an 
Associate of Applied Science degree and again Cum Laude 
in May 2011 with an Associate of Applied Science – Physical 
Therapist Assistant.

During her time at OTC, Meagen was challenged with 
courses that were both demanding and appropriate. Meagen 
was able to graduate with everything she needed to go 
into the healthcare field, into a respected profession helping 
improve the quality of life of those she treats.

Meagen is working at the North Arkansas Regional Medical 
Center in Harrison as a physical therapy assistant.

But she still has future education goals to reach.
“I would like to continue my education by gaining 

a Bachelor’s degree in health services. Thanks to the start 
OTC and the Musgrave scholarship gave me, I’m well on my 
way to reaching those goals,” she said.

Raising a baby on her own created issues, especially financial 
ones. After winning the Musgrave Foundation student 
scholarship, Meagen was able to breathe a little easier.

a little easier
B R E A T H E
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R yan Nicholls has learned a lot 
about emergency management 
both inside the classrooms at 

Ozarks Technical Community College 
and outside in the real world.

Nothing taught him more about 
his job as Greene County director of 
emergency management than last May 
when a tornado devastated Joplin.

“Joplin was a career moment. All the 

principals of emergency management 
that we understood were needed on a 
scale we never imagined and were never 
tested on before Joplin,” said Nicholls, 
who attended OTC and eventually 

education
Working His Above: Ryan Nicholls monitoring 

an airport emergency exercise 
with Lynn Hollingsworth.

Top right: Nicholls addressing 
OTC graduates after 

receiving the Distinguished 
Alumni award at last May’s 

commencement.



Annual Report 2011  •  OTC Foundation   17

distinguished alumni

earned his master’s degree in emergency 
management. 

Nicholls said that the emergency 
management skills he learned at OTC 
and in his other academic studies were 
put to the test with the Joplin tornado.

“Analytical thinking, prioritizing, 
evaluating, problem solving, these are 
all academic skills learned at OTC,” he 
said.

Nicholls came to OTC to finish 
his GED, and in doing so, he earned 
a scholarship that paid for several 
semesters of school. He was recognized 
with OTC’s Distinguished Alumni 

award at last May’s commencement.
“OTC helped me get started. It 

excited me academically and led me to 
know that I wanted a master’s degree,” 
said Nicholls, who is married and the 
father of five children.

“I can honestly say that the majority 
of college instructors who standout 
in my mind were from OTC. They 
applied the subject to us in a way that 
made it easier for us to study. There was 
a motivation to study and we enjoyed 
doing it.”

Nicholls returned to OTC recently to 
be the first instructor for the College’s 
six-week online crisis and disaster 
management program for current and 
potential emergency management 
personnel across the country, from both 
the public and private sector. 

The program was born out of 
discussions between Nicholls’ staff and 

OTC. Both found it difficult to find 
well-trained personnel to fill key crisis 
and disaster management positions. 

“The course lays out the basic 

principles of emergency management 
coordination. It’s also for those who 
might be required to meet certain 
training requirements or for those who 
are thinking about getting into this line 
of work. It’s a great program,” Nicholls 
said.

Nicholls said OTC gave him the 
academic spark he needed to send 
him on his way to becoming Greene 
County’s top emergency official. He 
fondly remembers his time at OTC 
from 1993-94.

While his original training was in 
nursing, it was his attraction to helping 
others in natural disasters that drew 
him to his current career. Nicholls 
spent six weeks in southern Mississippi 
after Hurricane Katrina hit.

His career choice was a good one that 
he credits in part to his time at OTC.

“I got confidence at OTC. I knew 

getting a master’s was achievable and 
that I could go as far as I wanted to 
go. Now, I put those skills to use every 
day,” Nicholls said.

“Analytical thinking, prioritizing, evaluating, problem solving, 
these are all academic skills learned at OTC,” Nicholls said.
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PlasterExpanding 
Opportunities
The generous donation the Robert 

W. Plaster Foundation made last 
fall to Ozarks Technical Community 
College is a reflection of Mr. Plaster’s 
desire to expand the educational 
opportunities for students. 

Mr. Plaster was an accounting 
student in the 1950s at then-Joplin 
Junior College where he attended three 
semesters before he could no longer 
afford tuition. He went on to work full 
time to improve his standard of living 
and that of his family.

 Mr. Plaster knew that the key 
to success is hard work, but the 
effectiveness of hard work is multiplied 
by having a good education.  

As his fortunes grew and his 
Foundation was established, Mr. Plaster 
made it his goal to help students get the 
tools needed to have successful futures.

Today, the Plaster Foundation 
continues to carry out Mr. Plaster’s 

important work, which included a 
seven-figure donation to OTC for the 
construction of the Robert W. Plaster 
Free Enterprise Center at the OTC 
Table Rock Campus in Hollister. 

“We are grateful for the generosity 
of the Plaster Foundation, and we 
appreciate the investment that they 
have chosen to make in OTC,” said 
Dr. Hal Higdon, chancellor of Ozarks 
Technical Community College. “This 
gift will make it possible for OTC to 
open a new campus with a four-story, 
state-of-the-art facility. The Table Rock 
Campus will be fully equipped to train 
and educate the citizens of Stone and 
Taney Counties from day one.” 

Dolly Plaster Clement, Mr. Plaster’s 
daughter and executive director of 
the Plaster Foundation, said the 
Foundation wanted to be a part of the 
OTC Table Rock Campus project. 

“The OTC project in Hollister is just 
perfect for the Foundation. Dad would 
be very pleased to have been able to 
help OTC accomplish their mission in 
this region,” she said. 

Dolly Clement said her father simply 
wanted to help students, not so much 

through individual scholarships, but 
through the construction of facilities 
that could be used by thousands of 
students over a long period of time. 

“He wanted to open up educational 
opportunities for others. He wanted to 
build buildings to broaden the impact 
for more students,” she said. 

Mr. Plaster had a very positive 
outlook on achieving goals that was 
distilled into one of his favorite sayings, 
according to his daughter. 

“Can’t never could,” Dolly Clement 
recalls her father repeating many 
times. “According to Dad, ‘can’t’ is the 
worst four-letter word in the English 
language. If he saw something that had 
to be done, he did it.” 

The Robert W. Plaster Free Enterprise 
Center will be located at 10698 
Historic Highway 165 in Hollister. The 
OTC Table Rock campus will open its 
doors to students in the fall of 2013. 

Dolly Clement said that when the 
center is complete, her father will be 
there in spirit. 

“He will be there, proud to be able to 
help and glad to see people benefiting 
from it,” she said.

donor profiles

Above: Mr. Robert W. Plaster. 
Right: Rendering of the Robert W. Plaster 
Free Enterprise Center at the new 
OTC Table Rock Campus in Hollister.
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F
oster

Donor profiles

Helping Others  
Help Themselves
A s someone who has been in business in Springfield for 

more than 60 years, Bill Foster has seen a lot of changes 
in his hometown. One addition that he points to with delight 
is that of Ozarks Technical Community College.

“It is a special asset to Springfield and all of southwest 
Missouri. It helps people,” Mr. Foster said.

A native Springfieldian, Mr. Foster has turned his pride in 
OTC into a financial gift. He presented the OTC Foundation 
with three homes north of the OTC Springfield Campus, a 
gift valued at nearly $300,000. As a result of his generosity, 
the Bill R. Foster Student Services has been named after him.

“It’s very nice to see. I am humbled. It’s an opportunity to 
give that I welcome. I think it’s important to let students see 
that someone cares about them,” Mr. Foster said.

The businesses that Mr. Foster started 
have all focused on one premise — 
helping people.

From designing assisted-living homes 
to building hotels, the Foster Hospitality 
Group always has been about lending a 
hand to people.

“We’ve been helping people one way or 
the other, no matter what their age, for 
61 years,” Mr. Foster said. 

The Springfield Area Chamber of 
Commerce named Mr. Foster the 
Springfieldian of the year in 2009. 
Late last year, Mr. Foster was named 
Philanthropist of the Year by the Ozarks 
Chapter of the Association of Fundraising 
Professionals.

In the Chamber’s announcement of the 
award to Mr. Foster, longtime friend Sam 
Hamra described Mr. Foster as someone 
who “likes to help other people. He 
always has, even when he had minimal 
means—he would help other people if 
they were in need.”

Mr. Foster has made his first major gift to OTC and said he 
is humbled to join a prestigious group of OTC donors.

“There are some fabulous names of donors to OTC. It’s 
a nice exclusive club to be a part of,” said Mr. Foster, who 
credits his wife, Juanitha, with playing a key role in deciding 
what gifts to make.

Mr. Foster said OTC plays an important role in the region’s 
economic and business landscape. 

“OTC allows a business to draw from students who are 
educated and ready to go to work. That’s a wonderful source 
to have,” Mr. Foster said.

Left: Mr. Foster at the dedication ceremony 
for the newly named Bill R. Foster Student 
Services on the OTC Springfield Campus. 

“We’ve been helping people one way or the 
other, no matter what their age, for 61 years,” 
Mr. Foster said. 
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M
oore

donor profiles

J im and Cathy Moore believe that the best investment 
anyone can make is in improving the future of children.

That’s why the Springfield couple made a generous 
donation of $100,000 to the OTC Middle College program.

“This program gives students a chance to change their lives 
and have a chance to contribute to society. If you can help 
children in any way, it helps improve the future for everyone. 
They are 100 percent of our future,” Mr. Moore said.

The Middle College program, the first of its kind in 
Missouri, is designed to assist students who are struggling 
in high school. The program also helps address the needs of 
students that are historically underserved or lack access to 
higher education.

“Jim and Cathy Moore’s generous contribution to the 
Middle College program has made a tremendous impact 
in our ability to provide more services, technology and 
educational equipment for students,” said Dr. LaRaine Bauer, 
director of the Middle College.

For the Moores, there was no question that they wanted to 
be a part of this groundbreaking program.

 “It’s the right program for these children. It’s a great 
chance for them to succeed. We want to help the kids who 
need help,” said Mr. Moore, a managing partner of American 
Products, LLC, and former president of the OTC Foundation 
Board of Directors.  

Dr. Hal Higdon, chancellor of Ozarks Technical 
Community College, said the gift goes a long way in helping 
the students involved in the program.

“The generous gift 
from Jim and Cathy 
Moore gives our Middle 
College program the 
ability to remain a leader 
in meeting the needs of 
its students,” said Dr. 
Higdon. 

Eligible students start 
college early with a focus 
in career and technical 
education including early 
childhood development, 

computer services, diesel and automotive technology and 
medical services. 

The Middle College began in 2008 with 32 students from 
the Springfield public school district. In the fall of 2011, there 
were 103 students from Springfield, Rogersville, Republic and 
Everton enrolled in the program. It has become a consortium 
program to include area schools that wish to participate.

A total of 51 students have graduated from the program 
since its start.

Dr. Bauer said 
the Moores’ gift has 
gone a long way 
toward keeping the 
program at the high 
level that it has been 
able to maintain 
over the years.

“The gift has been 
instrumental in 
helping us provide 
work clothing for 
students, tutoring 
and incentives 
to encourage student success.  The Moores understand our 
extraordinary needs and have been wonderful supporters of 
Middle College students who need a hand up.  We would not 
be where we are today without the Moores’ amazing support,” 
said Dr. Bauer.

Investing in Student Futures
Left: Mr. Jim Moore 
with Middle College 
students Tashika Davis and 
Samantha Dill in the Lewis 
Family Early Childhood 
Education Center. 

“This program gives students 
a chance to change their 
lives and have a chance to 
contribute to society. If you 
can help children in any way, 
it helps improve the future 
for everyone. They are 100 
percent of our future,” Mr. 
Moore said.
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Turner

donor profiles

Cheering 
On Success
To say that Bill and Ann Turner, 

along with the Turner Family 
Foundation, are just backers of Ozarks 
Technical Community College would 
be a tremendous understatement.

“The Turners have been cheerleaders 
of OTC since day one, and we are 
grateful to have their support,” said 
Ozarks Technical Community College 
Chancellor Dr. Hal Higdon. 

Since 1999, the Turner Family 
Foundation and the Turner family 
have made 27 gifts to the College, with 
their most recent gift bringing the total 
to more than $150,000 in support of 
student scholarships and awards to 
outstanding faculty and staff.  

Additionally, in 2008, OTC honored 
Bill Turner with the OTC Excellence 
In Business Award for his distinguished 
service on behalf of the College and to 
the greater community. 

The most recent gift from the Turner 

Family Foundation was $30,000 for 
the expansion of the Information 
Commons West building on the OTC 
Springfield Campus creating the Turner 
Family Foundation Student Lounge.

“Their generosity and dedication to 
higher education is appreciated, and we 
are pleased to have an opportunity to 
recognize them for it,” Dr. Higdon said.

Bill Turner, president of Great 
Southern Bank, and his wife, Ann, 
have been closely involved with the 
College and the OTC Foundation 
for many years. Mrs. Turner served 
as a founding member of the OTC 
Foundation Board of Directors from 
1996-2006, including one term as 
president. Additionally, daughter Julie 
Turner Brown held a Board position 
from 2006-2011.

The relationship between the Turner 
Family Foundation and OTC goes back 
to something Bill Turner noticed about 
the College when it opened.

“I saw OTC educating people who 
would be qualified to get jobs right off 
the bat. OTC graduates are ready to go 
to work,” Mr. Turner said.

The Turner Family Foundation plays 
a large part in getting OTC students a 
step closer to their goal with the Turner 
Family Foundation scholarship.

Since 1999, the Turners have provided 
more than $100,000 in scholarships 
to more than 120 OTC students. The 
Turner Family Foundation has also 
given $20,000 over the years that 
has gone to the top faculty and staff 
at OTC through the Excellence in 
Education Awards. (See page 12.)

Haley Bone of Ozark, who is 
studying to be a physical therapy 
assistant, said she was grateful to be a 
recipient of the Turner scholarship. 

 “The scholarship opened doors for 
me to be able to study and concentrate. 
It put my mind at ease and I was not 
as stressed. I am able now to make a 
success of myself,” Haley said.

OTC helps the community with 
classes designed for businesses, Mr. 
Turner said.

“OTC looks into the needs of others 
in the community. They are very 
flexible and we’re proud to be a part of 
that,” Mr. Turner said.

Mr. Bill Turner speaks at the dedication ceremony of the Turner Family Foundation Student Lounge, attended by the Turner family. 
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Financial report

Assets 2010 2011

Great Southern Bank - Foundation  $291,747 $186,461

Community Foundation of the Ozarks  $1,237,700 $2,515,633 

Total Assets  $1,529,447 $2,702,094 

As of June 30, 2011 with comparative totals for June 30, 2010. Based on pre-audit 2011 financial statements.

Fund Balance 2010 2011

Unrestricted  $252,611  $440,897

Restricted $755,786 $885,904

Endowment (Revocable) $45,870 $746,042

Endowment (Irrevocable)  $475,181  $629,250

Total Fund Balance  $1,529,448  $2,702,093

OTC Foundation Balance Sheet

OTC Foundation Assets GrowthOTC Major Gifts Capital Campaign
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Financial report

Diversity of Giving Foundation Gifts

Scholarship Recipients Scholarships & Awards
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OTC Foundation golf tournament

Event Sponsors  
Bates & Associates, Lunch Sponsor
Nabholz Construction Corporation, 19th Hole Sponsor
Don Wessel, Inc., Hole-in-One Challenge Sponsor
Rick’s Automotive, Putting Green Sponsor 
CoxHealth Systems, 1st Hole Sponsor
Jackson Brothers of the South LLC, 9th Hole Sponsor 
George K. Baum & Company, 18th Hole Sponsor

T he 5th annual OTC Foundation Golf Tournament was held at Hickory 
Hills Golf and Country Club on Monday, September 26th.  It was a 
beautiful day with 112 players and over 45 sponsors participating in 

the tournament.  Thanks to the contributions of players, sponsors and volunteers 
nearly $25,000 dollars was raised and the first OTC Foundation Golf Tournament 
Scholarships were awarded to 10 students. 

Bates & Associates
BKD LLP
Chestnut Expressway Properties
Citizens Memorial Hospital
Consumer Credit Counseling Service
Control Technology Solutions
Copy Products, Inc.
CoxHealth Systems
Custom Metalcraft
Davis, Lynn & Moots, P.C.
Edward Jones – Greg DeLong
Emery Sapp & Sons, Inc.
Esterly, Schneider & Associates
George K. Baum & Company
Great Southern Bank
Jackson Brothers of the South LLC
KI
Kilowatt Krewe
Lathrop & Gage LLP
Nabholz Construction Corporation

Neale & Newman LLP
O’Reilly Auto Parts, Inc.
Ollis & Company
OTC IT Team
Pinnacle Sign Group
Positronic Industries, Inc.
Queen City Roofing
Republic Ford Lincoln
Sapp Design Associates Architects, 

P.C.
Springfield First Community Bank
Steelman Transportation
St. John’s Health Systems
United Healthcare of the Midwest, 

Inc.
US Bank
Watkins Outdoor Advertising
Wendy’s of Missouri, Inc.
Young & Company 

Andy’s Frozen Custard
CenturyLink
Jackson Brothers of the South LLC
Ozarks Coca Cola/Dr. Pepper 

Bottling Company

OfficeMax
Panera Bread
Pepsi Beverages Company
Touch Restaurant – Billy Jalili
Wil Fischer Companies

Product Sponsors

Chip Sheppard and John Gentry were the 
winners of the OTC Foundation Board of 
Directors traveling trophy.

The Republic Ford/Steelman Transportation 
team of Jeff Dennis, Estel Bracket, Bob 
Biene and Jim Towery.

Bates & Associates, the lunch sponsor, also 
had a team of Jared Michel, Greg Burris, 
Steve Warlick and Chris Zimmerman.

Copy Products Inc. team: Bob Walker, Sean 
Crayton, Erik Crane and Jack Hoke.

Hole, Scoreboard, Beverage Cart & Team Sponsors
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Brooks
OTC Foundation donor reception

T he OTC Foundation hosted its 
3rd Annual Donor Reception 
at the Tower Club on April 14, 

2011.  It was a memorable event that 
brought together scholarship recipients 
and scholarship donors who have helped 
make students’ higher education dreams 
a reality.  This annual event gives donors 
and students an opportunity to meet 
one another and to say “Thank You.” 

There were more than 100 
enthusiastic scholarship recipients who 
attended – the majority of whom are 
from southwest Missouri and plan to 
stay in our community after graduation.
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Brooks
OTC legacy society

D olores Brooks was Ozarks 
Technical Community 
College. Mrs. Brooks, 

a founding member of the OTC 
Board of Trustees who passed away in 
October, left behind not only a legacy 
of dedication to the College but also a 
$50,000 gift to establish the Dolores 
and Alden Brooks Memorial Fund.

“Mom was dedicated to the mission. 
I think of OTC as Mom,” said Barbara 
Brooks, daughter of Mrs. Brooks.

Mrs. Brooks was a former educator 
and public school administrator. She 
served as the first president of the 
Board, from 1990 to 1992, and held 
the position again from 2002 to 2003. 
She was named a Trustee Emeritus 
upon her retirement in 2010.

“When she had to leave the Board, it 
was one of the hardest things for her to 
do,” her daughter said.

During her many years of 
involvement with OTC, Mrs. Brooks 
strived to create the best educational 
institution possible and let little get in 
her way of achieving that goal.

“She had the backbone to insist on 
doing it the right way. She always felt 
very strongly about giving people the 

opportunity to development themselves 
and saw it as a way to help the 
community. She felt it was necessary 
to get the right leadership into the 
College, the ones with the right vision,” 
Barbara Brooks said.

Mrs. Jackie McKinsey, the only 
founding Trustee still serving on the 
Board, said Mrs. Brooks was the rudder 
that guided them throughout the years.

“She truly believed in what OTC 
does to help people better their lives 
through education. She got it. I 
admired her integrity and the direct 
way she spoke to the issues. She was a 
leader,” Mrs. McKinsey said.

 “It was an honor to work with Mrs. 
Brooks on the OTC Board of Trustees. 
She was truly committed to the best 
interests of the students, and I am glad 
to have known her as both a colleague 
and a friend.”

Involved in education for many years, 
Mrs. Brooks served as assistant principal 
and principal at various public schools 
in Springfield. She was the first female 
principal of a Springfield senior high 
school, Parkview High School.  

Mrs. Brooks was named one of the 
Springfield Business Journal’s Twenty 
Most Influential Women in 2006, and 
was involved with many professional 
organizations. 

She was never one to seek out the 
spotlight, but instead worked tirelessly 
for the good of the College.

“She had such a great moral compass, 
always teaching us life lessons,” said 
Barbara Brooks. “She was never one 
to toot her own horn. She was all for 
helping others.”

	

Friends of OTC who remember 
the OTC Foundation through a 
bequest, life income plan or other 
type of planned gift, whether 
intended or received, become 
members of the Legacy Society.  
Benefits include an invitation 
to the annual Donor Reception 
and recognition in publications.  
When you step forward, others 
are encouraged to do the 
same, though you may remain 
anonymous. To inquire about 
making a planned gift, please 
contact the OTC Foundation at 
417-447-2651.

Alden & Dolores Brooks*
Chuck & Karla Gregg
Hal & Nancy Higdon
Carol Jones
David Lewis*
Jan Robbins

*Deceased

More people are discovering the benefits of “Leaving a Legacy.” You can play an important role at Ozarks Technical Community College 
by establishing a perpetual endowment through the OTC Foundation during your lifetime or with a gift from your estate. It is the 
perfect way to be remembered, or to remember a loved one, while making a contribution to the education of future generations.

Leaving a Living Legacy

the OTC Legacy society

legacy society members

“She truly believed in what 
OTC does to help people 
better their lives through 
education. She got it,”  
Mrs. McKinsey said.
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donor honor roll

$500,000 and above

David Lewis
Robert W. Plaster Foundation

$100,000 - $499,999

Cox Health Systems
Bill R. Foster
Jerry & Linda Jared
Jim & Cathy Moore
Peterbilt of Springfield, Inc.
St. John’s Health System
The Sunderland Foundation

$10,000 - $99,999

3M
Jason & Julie Brown
Jeff Carr
Jerry & Shara Cash
Dean Collins
Bob & Susan Beine
BKD Foundation
Mike & Judy Breeding
Alden & Dolores Brooks*
Coca-Cola Bottlers’ Foundation
Community Foundation of the Ozarks
Greg DeLong & Debbie Cook
Gravelle & Harris Scholarship Fund
Duard & Barbara Johnson
Musgrave Foundation
Charlie & Mary Beth O’Reilly  

Family Foundation
Ozarks Antique Auto Club
Pepsi Beverages Company

Peterbilt of Springfield, Inc. 
Positronic Industries, Inc.
Smith-Glynn-Callaway Medical 

Foundation
Rick & Karen Hughlett
Roy W. Slusher Foundation
Neal & Julie Spencer
Jack & Elizabeth Stack
Jim & Barbara Towery
Bill & Ann Turner
Turner Family Foundation
Charles Walker
Walton Family Foundation
William T. Kemper Foundation 

$2,500 – $9,999

ASA Springfield Chapter
Commerce Bancshares Foundation
Dollar General Literacy Foundation
Lelia Heuer Charitable Trust Foundation
Hartmann Foundation
Jordan Valley Community Health Center
Med-Pay, Inc.
Holly Melton
Donna Powers
Kevin Shelton
St. John’s Health System
Todd & Stacy Yerby

$1,000 - $2,499

Dawn Busick
Christian County Elks Lodge 2777
Jerry Clark
Datatel

Cliff Davis
Jeffrey & Julie Gower
Sam F. & June Hamra
Hal & Nancy Higdon
John Hayes & Susanne Sickles
David McKinsey & Maithe Enriquez
Jackie McKinsey
Marla Moody
OTC Culinary Arts Department
O’Reilly Family Foundation
Parkcrest Dental Group
Susan Siemens
Springfield Preventive Medicine 

Clinic
Ronald & Sue Terry

$500 - $999

Mitchell & Tracie Ahrens
Jim & Janet Anderson
Rick & Janice Benda
Brent & Janet Bergen
Sara Blaine
Stephanie Brown
Terrence & Angela Coulter
Shirley Lawler
Norman & Morey Mechlin
Kathleen Murnan
Nelnet Business Solutions, Inc.
Doug Pitt
Rob Rector
Witt Salley
Pam Vokolek
John & Margo Wolfe

*Deceased

G enerous donors make dreams 
a reality for OTC students. 
The Chancellor’s Circle is a 

dedicated group of citizens who enhance 
programs and support Ozarks Technical 
Community College students in a 
significant way.  By contributing $500 
or more each year, Chancellor’s Circle 
members are instrumental in ensuring 
student success.



Annual Report 2011  •  OTC Foundation   29

donor honor roll

$499 and below

Marylynne Abbott
Andrew Aberle
Michael Adamek
David Aderhold
Kimberly Allen
Kat Allie
Ravindra Amonker
Richard Anderson
Danyel Anderson
Bonnie Atteberry
Lisa Atwell
Chris Austin
David Ball
Gabriele Barber
Joan Barrett
LaRaine Bauer
Lisa Beebe
William & Marge Bell
Beth Berns
Steve Biermann
Bill Bischoff
Steven Bishop
Susan Blakey
James Borowiec
Trixie Braden
Carla Bradley
Katherine Brady
Benjamin Breed
Jimmy Bridwell
Victor & Ann Brier
Randy Brock
Carolyn Brockman
Chip Broemmer
Barbara Brooks

Brian Brooks
Hope Brooks-Lovan
Dennis Brown
Anthony Brown
Donna Bryant
Jerry Bryant
Kathy Buchholz
Deanna Burke
Dana Burpo
Annette Burtin
Staci Burton
Linda Burton
Cheryl Butler
Rona Butrick
Linda Caldwell
Carolyn Cantrell
Debbie Carlstrom
William Carpenter
Elizabeth Carpenter
Kim Cary
Emma Case
Samantha Cash
Lesley Cash-Moore
Judith Chaplain
Michele Charlebois-Didreckson
Dustin Childress
Layton Childress
Alan Church
Sally Clark
Catherine Clemens
Jonathan Cloud
Irwin & Susan Cohen
Sherry Coker
Bruce & Jill Colony
Polly Copper

Charles & Stephanie Correll
James & Veronica Coulter
Jill Cox
Laura Craig
Claude Crain
Karen Creighton
Rebecca Crocker
Carol Curtis
Valentin Curutiu
Rebecca Dalton
Chasity Daniels
Douglas Dashnaw
Caron Daugherty
Chris Delp
Keith Dinwiddie
Lynda Doepker
Joel Doepker
William Dowdy
Jonathan Drozdowski
Lianne Drysdale
Jennifer Dunkel
Rebecca Dunn
Julia Edwards
Peter Edwards
El Club De Espanol
Beth Elliott
Benny & Beverly Ellis
Kitty Estabrook
Kelly Everding
Michael Fagan
Maurine Falwell
David Felin
Ferrell - Duncan Clinic
Gayla Fewell
Michael & Ellen Finch

W e would like to extend a 
special thanks to those 
who support students 

and programs at Ozarks Technical 
Community College by contributing to 
the OTC Foundation. Your generosity 
helps provide education, training, and 
lifelong learning to countless students.
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donor honor roll

$499 and below (continued)

Robert Flatness
Juline Fontinelle
David Fotopulos
Eric Freeman
Melissa Freres
Steven Fritts
John Gambon
Travis Garrison
Gail Garton
Ramona George
Jessica Gerard
Vanessa Germeroth
George Gibeau
Gwen Gilpin
Mindy Gomez
Reita Gorman
Donna Graham
Renee Graves
Kimberly Greene
Virgie Greer
Karla Gregg
Robert Griffith
Sherry Griffitts
Susan Gunter
Chris Guthrie
Ida Guynn
H&R Block
Lynnar Hamilton
Amy Hart
Ethan Hart
Holly Hartmann
James & Moira Hernando
David Higginbotham
Cynthia Hinds

David Hoffman
Andy Hoggatt
Shanna Holcomb
Michael Holik
James Holmes
Michelle Howard
Glynette Hubach
Lisa Hunter
International Spine & Pain Institute
Patrick Iver
Billy & Sara Jalili
Alice Jefferson
Joe & Pat Jenkins
Jeff Jochems
Jeff Johnson
Sheila Kaylor
Katherine Keithley
Tina Kile
Gary King
Debbie Kirksey
Don Kleier
Trish Knox
Daniel Kopsas
Paul Kraeger
Jeff Kulback
Eric Kyle
George Lamelza
Joseph Langhorst
Tracy Lansdown
Joel LaReau
Carolyn Larsen
Jill Legrand
Robert Leone
Jacob Lewellen
Sandra Lewis
Cheryl Li

Aaron Light
Ginger Luke
Loren Lundstrom
Vicki MacDonald
Michael Madden
Marie Main
Faith Mann
Lisa Marks
Jennifer Marshall
Dana Mason
Sally Mattchen
Lacey Mattheis
Danelle Maxwell
Shane May
J’Neal McCoy
Tracy McGrady
Rebecca McKnight
George Ann McLerran
Jeffrey Meyer
Scott & Kathy Miller
Angela Miller
Leona Mills
Joe Millsap
Sue Moore
Jim Moore
Norman K. & Pat Myers
Bera Nichols
Rebecca Noel
Gavin O’Connor
OTC Honors Student Council
Kathryn Owen
Jana Owen
Alan Papen
Dana Thorp Patterson
Jane Payne
Justin Pedigo



Annual Report 2011  •  OTC Foundation   31

donor honor roll

Diana Penrose
Kathy Perkins
Jackie Perryman
Dennis Peters
Bart & Laura Peterson
Ethel Peterson
Cynthia Phillips
David Pope
Gary Powell
Wes & Francine Pratt
Steve & Raeanne Presley
Rosalind Pride
Terry Pridgeon
David Pulley
Alice Ramey
Victoria Ramey
Kenneth & Kelly Reasoner
Lisa Reece
Donald Reeves
Lance Renner
David Richards
Jennifer Ristine
Jan Robbins
Timothy Rogers
D. Ann Rose
Peter Rothrock
Greg Royal
Elizabeth Ruddick
Karla Rues
Nancy Sanders
Larry Scharnberg
Linda Schott
David & Janet Sell
Amber Shanks
Dana Sherman
Angela Shreckhise
Joseph Siler
Albert Simmons
Larry & Donna Snyder
David & Geneva Sorrell
George Southwick
Jayna Spindler
David Steele
Cindy Stephens
Wade Stinson
William & Amanda Stone

Henry & Maryellen Stratmann
Peter Sullivan
Teri Summerfield
Kim Sutton
Linda Szura
Barrie Talbott
Sherry Taylor
Rickie Taylor
Joyce Thomas
Amy Thomas
Eloise Thomas
Justin Thomas
Kip Thompson
Joseph Tonkinson
Paul Trout
Richard Turner
Ashley Underwood
Leticia Vosotros
Justin Walker
David Walker
Amanda Walker
Jessica Walter
Jeff Warner
Deborah Weatherly
Sallee Webb
Katherine Webb
Dan & Kim Whalen
Khataza Wheatley
Kenny & Marcia Wheeler
Ryan White
Ann White
James Whitt
Jessica Whittington
Donald Williams
Amanda Williams
Ashlei Woelk
Brenda Woods
Doran Woods
Chelsey Wright
Kerry Wrinkle
Russell Wydeen
Todd Yerby
John Yinger

Gifts of materials, equipment 
and supplies that can be used 
in specific program areas are 
especially appreciated.

3M                                                   
All American Hearing                                 
Appion, Inc.
Ashley Furniture                                         
Judy Beisner                            
Jim & Barbara Blaine                              
Layton Childress
City of Hollister
ColorVision                                          
CoxHealth Systems                                    
Crockey’s, Inc.                                      
Davis Properties Management                      
Tim Dougherty                           
Gonyaw Chiropractic
Hamilton Medical, Inc.                               
J. Howard Fisk Limousine, Inc.                       
John & Billie Fulton                             
James Gramling                          
Anita Hall                              
Mid-America Hearing Center                           
Peterbilt of Springfield, Inc.                       
Elizabeth Rains                         
Thermo King of Springfield                      
Trailiner, Inc.

In-Kind donor gifts

Donors are recognized for their 
gifts to the College in the OTC 
annual report. Gifts and pledge 
payments received between  
July 1, 2010, and June 30, 2011, 
are included in this report. Donors 
who have made a planned or 
endowed gift to support Ozarks 
Technical Community College will 
also be recognized at an annual 
donor reception event.  

Recognition
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donor honor roll

In Memory of Sam Amato

Henry & Maryellen Stratmann

In Memory of Alan Bates

Larry & Donna Snyder

In Memory of Alden Brooks

Bonnie Atteberry
Victor & Ann Brier
Barbara Brooks
Irwin & Susan Cohen
Polly Copper
Cliff Davis
Benny & Beverly Ellis
Maurine Falwell
Hal & Nancy Higdon
Jackie McKinsey
George Ann McLerran
Norman K. & Pat Myers
Jan Robbins
Larry & Donna Snyder
Joseph Tonkinson
Kenny & Marcia Wheeler

In Memory of Trustee Emeritus 
Dolores Brooks

Ida Barry
Victor & Ann Brier
Wilbur & Lorene Brill
Central High School Class of 1976
Brentwood Christian Church 
Polly Copper
Elinor Etterling
Hal & Nancy Higdon
Howard & Jessie Hufford
Judith Irwin
Jackie McKinsey
George Ann McLerran
Kay Murnan
Carol Osborne

Glen & Carol Roper
H. Robert & Beverly Steelman
Kenny & Marcia Wheeler
Susan Wright

In Memory of Judge Russell Clark

Jerry Clark
David & Geneva Sorrell

In Memory of Jim E. Frank

Holly Melton

In Memory of J.E. (Ed) Jenkins

Joe & Pat Jenkins
 

In Memory of Lander James Johnston

Hal & Nancy Higdon

In Memory of Matthew McKinsey

Charles & Stephanie Correll
Cliff Davis
David McKinsey & Maithe Enriques
Jackie McKinsey
Joel & Jenny McKinsey
Timothy McKinsey
Bart & Laura Peterson

In Memory of Jerald Powers

Donna J. Powers
Todd & Stacy Yerby

In Memory of Frank Shepard

Staci Burton
Cheryl Butler
Catherine Clemens
Caron Daugherty
Julia Edwards
Kitty Estabrook
Steven Fritts
Jessica Gerard
Donna Graham
Jacob Lewellen
Loren Lundstrom
Dana Mason
Jeffrey Meyer
Jana Owen
Michael Pulley
Susan Siemens
Barrie Talbott
Rickie Taylor
Kip Thompson

In Memory of Jarred Welch

Kevin Shelton

In Memory of Thelma Snyder

Cliff Davis
The Layman Group at Morgan 

Stanley
Henry & Maryellen Stratmann

In Honor of Gary Allen

PPG Industries

In Honor of Sam Hamra

Carnahan, Evans, Cantwell & Brown, 
P.C.

In Honor of Trustee Emeritus 
Dolores Brooks

Henry & Maryellen Stratmann

G ifts to honor or remember outstanding individuals is a special way to pay tribute to a friend or loved one. The 
following donors made contributions to the OTC Foundation in honor or in memory of someone special in their 
lives. These gifts help provide the education and skills necessary for student success. 

Donor gifts and pledge payments 
received between July 1, 2010, 
and June 30, 2011, are included 
in this report. Donors who have 
made a planned or endowed 
gift to support OTC will also be 
recognized at an annual donor 
reception event.  

Recognition
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ScholarshipS & funds

ASN Scholarship
ASA (Automotive Service Association) 

Scholarship
Bob and Susan Beine Scholarship
Carol Jones Scholarship
Charles B. and Betty J. Black Memorial 

Scholarship
Charles T. Banta Sr. Scholarship
Charlie and Mary Beth O’Reilly 

Scholarship
Christian County Elks Lodge 2777
Classic Chevy Club Scholarship
Classified Staff Scholarship
CoxHealth Systems Scholarship
Culinary Arts Scholarship 
Dean Lewis, Anna Mae Lewis and 

David Dean Lewis Scholarship
Dental Programs Scholarship
Early Childhood Development 

Students Scholarship
EFCO Scholarship
El Club de Espanol Leadership Award 

Scholarship
Fallen Soldier Scholarship
Fine Arts Scholarship
First Generation College Student 

Scholarship
Frances Collins Memorial Scholarship
Frank Shepard Study Abroad 

Scholarship

Fuller/Moody Family Scholarship
Gravelle & Harris Scholarship
Hartmann Foundation Construction 

Scholarship
Integrity Home Care Scholarship
J.E. (Ed) Jenkins Memorial Scholarship
James William Scott Memorial 

Scholarship
Jarred Welch Memorial Scholarship
Jerald Powers Memorial Scholarship
Jim Hintz/Hospitality Management 

Scholarship
Jim E. Frank Memorial Scholarship
Judge Russell Clark Memorial 

Scholarship
Judy Breeding Accounting Scholarship
Koch/Shady Inn Scholarship
Lander James Johnston Scholarship
Larson Family Scholarship
Lee H. Cruse Charitable Trust
Lelia Heuer Charitable Trust
Lifelong Learning Scholarship
Linda Gingry Clark Memorial 

Scholarship
Marti Speckman Memorial Scholarship
Matt McKinsey Memorial Scholarship 

for Students with Special Needs
Musgrave Foundation
Nina Myers Memorial Scholarship
Nixa Garden Club Scholarship

Nosegay Garden Club Scholarship
Nursing Scholarship
O’Reilly Family Foundation
OTC Foundation Golf Tournament 

Scholarship
Ozarks Antique Auto Club Scholarship
Parkcrest Dental Group Scholarship
Pepsi Scholarship
President’s Scholarship
Respiratory Therapy Fund
Richard Glenn Staats Scholarship
Rick and Karen Hughlett Scholarship
Roy W. Slusher Foundation
John Hayes Scholarship
Sam F. and June S. Hamra Scholarship
Smith-Glynn-Callaway Foundation
Society of Manufacturing Engineers
Southwest Missouri Code Officials 

Scholarship
St. John’s Health System Scholarship
Students In Free Enterprise Scholarship
The Memorial Scholarship
Trustees Scholarship
Turner Family Foundation Scholarship
Workforce Development:

•  Construction Readiness Scholarship
•  Heavy Equipment Operator Scholarship
•  Transport Training Institute Scholarship
•  Welding Scholarship

M any special scholarships and funds have been established through the OTC Foundation. Some of them are in 
memory of individuals; others are funded by businesses, organizations and individuals. Listed below are the active 
scholarship funds through June 30, 2011.
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The OTC Foundation was 
established in 1995 to help 
meet the growing needs of the 
College. At that time, Ozarks 
Technical Community College was 
in its fifth year of operation with 
3,507 college credit students. 
Presently, the College serves more 
than 15,000 credit students and 
an additional 14,000 non-credit 
students. OTC continues to 
grow, helping to meet the strong 
demand for job-skills education 
and workforce training in 
southwest Missouri.

The OTC Foundation is 
incorporated as a not-for-
profit 501(c)(3) corporation 
independent from the College. 

The mission of the OTC 
Foundation is to maximize 
private gift support for the 
College while continuously 
laying the groundwork for future 
fundraising success, in order to 
aid the College in fulfilling its 
own mission of excellence in 
education, research, and service.

 

Cliff Davis
Vice Chancellor for Institutional 
Advancement / Executive Director 
of the OTC Foundation

Stephanie Brown
Director of Development

Pam Vokolek
Director of Development

Kristin Farish
Secretary to the Vice Chancellor 
for Institutional Advancement

ways to give

M aking a charitable gift to the OTC Foundation is an important and 
personal decision. The satisfaction of giving comes from knowing that 
you are investing in the lives of individuals, as well as businesses and 

industries that benefit from an OTC education.

We invite you to invest in the students at OTC by considering the following ways 
to make a difference. From a tax point of view, gifts of property may be more 
advantageous than cash gifts because you can make a larger gift at less cost. The 
information provided below may be useful, but you should not consider it legal or 
tax advice. You should contact your attorney, tax advisor, or accountant for details. 
Only you can decide when and how best to contribute.

Ways to Give

•   Unrestricted Contributions: Contributions can be made to the area of greatest 
need for student support at the College.

•   Restricted Contributions: Contributions can be made to a specific area of the 
College, such as a departmental, named or endowed scholarship fund.

•   Named Gifts: Contributions can be made to establish a scholarship in two ways:

•   Donors can give an annual gift of $1,000 or more per year for multiple years.  
This may be done in one’s own name or to honor another individual.

•   Donors can establish an endowed fund with a minimum initial investment of 
$10,000. The fund can be in your name, the names of you and your spouse 
or the name of another family member, friend or colleague. Each investment 
will support Ozarks Technical Community College students or programs for 
eternity.  

	
Types of Contributions

•   Cash, check or credit card

•   Appreciated assets such as stocks, bonds, mutual fund distributions

•   Personal property such as equipment, art, vehicles or furnishings

•   Online gifts at foundation.otc.edu

•   Matching gift

•   A planned gift, such as:

•   Bequest

•   Real estate 

•   Life insurance

•   Retirement plan

•   Charitable gift annuity

•   Charitable remainder trust

•   Charitable lead trust

About US

Mission Statement

OTC Foundation Staff
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college leadership

OTC Board of Trustees

Mr. J. Howard Fisk
President

Dr. Maryellen Stratmann
Vice President

Ms. Jackie McKinsey
Secretary

Mr. Jeff Layman
Treasurer

Mr. Larry Snyder

Mr. Greg DeLong

Mr. Bob Beine
Ms. Judy Breeding
Ms. Hattie Brown

Dr. Jerry Cash
Ms. Jerry Clark
Mr. Kim Day

Mr. Kirk Elmquist
Mr. John Gentry

Dr. Marshall Gordon

Mr. Jeffrey Gower
Mr. Sam Hamra

Mr. Mark Haseltine
Mr. Tyler Hedden
Ms. Nikki Holden
Mr. Rick Hughlett
Mr. Jim Hutcheson

Mr. Billy Jalili
Mr. Joe Jenkins

Mr. Bill Killian
Mr. Jim Moore

Ms. Dianne Elizabeth Osis
Mr. Steve Plaster

The Honorable Raeanne Presley
Ms. Jan Robbins

Mr. Chip Sheppard     
Mr. Jim Towery

OTC Foundation Board of Directors

Mr. John Q. Hammons
Honorary Chairman

Mr. Neal Spencer
President

Mr. John Lambert
President-elect

Dr. Hal L. Higdon
Chancellor

Mr. Joel LaReau
Vice Chancellor for 

Information Technology

Dr. Jeff Jochems
President

OTC Richwood Valley Campus

Dr. Shirley Lawler
Provost, Vice Chancellor for  
Academic & Student Affairs

Ms. Marla Moody
Vice Chancellor for 

Finance

Ms. Joan Barrett
Associate Vice Chancellor 

for Student Affairs

Mr. Cliff Davis
Vice Chancellor for 

Institutional Advancement

Mr. Rob Rector
Vice Chancellor for 

Administrative Services

OTC Administration



1001 East Chestnut Expressway
Springfield, Missouri 65802

45

Generosity makes 
dreams a reality. 

We invite you to invest in the students 
at OTC with your gift. We help students 
by funding scholarships, endowments for 
new programs, and capital improvements. 
There are many ways you can make a 
difference. Contact us today.

foundation.otc.edu


