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T his has been another year of milestones for Ozarks Technical Community 
College. In its 24th year of offering classes, the OTC system spans six 
locations to offer life-changing educational opportunities to the region. 

Inside this year’s annual report, I hope you see OTC’s mission reflected in every 
story we share.    

In 2014, OTC was named one of the nation’s top community colleges by 
Community College Week. Our faculty and staff have been nationally recognized 
for their outstanding achievements. We continue to partner with local universities 
to form new degree programs and articulation agreements. Additionally, the 
OTC Foundation has received substantial gifts to support student scholarships 
and emergency funds. 

Most importantly, we continue to see our students’ dreams turn into realities. You 
will be inspired by a class that is taking learning beyond OTC’s walls. You will 
read about a graduate who created a popular finance app on iTunes, and you will 
cheer for another pursing his passion at Belmont University. 

As OTC approaches its 25th anniversary, I find myself thinking about our 
humble beginnings. It is remarkable to think that nearly a quarter-century ago, 
Heart of the Ozarks Community Technical College opened its doors to 1,198 
students. Today, we are home to nearly 15,000 students. Along the way, we 
removed the “heart” from OTC’s name, yet we’ve remained the heart of the 
Ozarks community. 

Our student- and community-centered focus is evident in everything we do. By 
supporting your community college, you support your community. There is no 
better investment. As OTC continues to grow, we need your continued support. 
Your involvement is crucial in helping us transform lives and strengthen the 
communities we serve. 

As you will see in the pages of our annual report, OTC and its students had an 
incredible year. Thank you for the role you play in OTC’s continued success and 
for helping our students turn their dreams into realities. 

Sincerely, 

Chancellor 

 Dr. Hal Higdon, Chancellor, 
Ozarks Technical Community College.

FROM THE CHANCELLOR’S OFFICE

Mission Statement

The College mission is to provide 
accessible, high quality, and 
affordable learning opportunities 
that transform lives and strengthen 
the communities we serve.
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OTC earns recognition for 
eLearning
Friday, January 17, 2014

The Instructional Technology Council 
(ITC) recognized OTC Mathematics 
Instructor Marylynne Abbott and 
OTC’s Online Blackboard Support 
program for Excellence in eLearning 
— the process by which learning is 
conducted through electronic media. 
ITC is an organization that advances 
distance education through research 
and collaboration and by sharing best 
practices among its members.

OTC receives MCCA 
Technology Innovation Award
Friday, January 31, 2014

George Lamelza, college director 
of web services at Ozarks Technical 
Community College, was recognized 
for his innovative website design by 
the Missouri Community College 
Association. OTC’s newly redesigned 
website was a radical departure from 
the average college site. 

OTC’s homepage design — a 
single search bar — garnered national 
attention and was based on nearly five 
years of analytics and usability testing. 

UMB gift supports OTC 
manufacturing scholarship
Friday, February 7, 2014

UMB Bank contributed to the 
Society of Manufacturing Engineers 
Scholarship at Ozarks Technical 
Community College, a scholarship 
available for students pursuing a degree 
in drafting, machine tool technology 
or welding. 

“We hear that companies need 
skilled labor and students are interested 
in technology,” said Ann Marie Baker, 
president of the Southwest Missouri 
Region of UMB. “This scholarship 
will help bring more students into the 
manufacturing field.” 

“The support of UMB Bank 
to train the next generation of 
skilled technicians is evident in its 
contribution to this scholarship,” said 
Chancellor Hal Higdon.

Founding OTC board member 
Frank Farmer passes away
Thursday, February 20, 2014

Frank Farmer, a founding member 
of the Ozarks Technical Community 
College Board of Trustees, passed away 
at the age of 89. Farmer served on the 
OTC Board of Trustees from 1990 
until his 
retirement 
in 2007. 
Mr. Farmer 
received 
the second-
highest 
number 
of votes 
among 
the 21 
candidates 
in the first 
election 
of the 
OTC Board of Trustees, which faced 
the responsibility of forming the 
first community college in southwest 
Missouri.

Mr. Farmer was named a Trustee 
Emeritus upon his retirement. The 
OTC Springfield Campus is home to 
the Frank Farmer Room located in the 
Information Commons West building.

OTC app allows for increased 
mobile functionality
Tuesday, February 25, 2014

Ozarks Technical Community 
College’s Web Services department 
created an app to help students 
connect with the college from a mobile 
device. The new OTC app allows 
the college to communicate with its 
students through push notifications 
with information about registration 
dates, financial aid deadlines and 
campus closures. Students can also use 
the app’s built-in parking marker, the 
QR code reader, and links to OTC’s 
Facebook and Twitter pages. 

OTC IN REVIEW

 Former MCCA Director Zora Mulligan awards OTC’s George Lamelza and 
Chancellor Hal Higdon the Technology Innovation Award for website design.

 Trustee Emeritus Frank 
Farmer
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OTC A+ students grab Missouri 
Lottery cash prizes
Thursday, April 10, 2014

Three Ozarks Technical Community 
College students were among seven 
to win the Missouri Lottery’s “Tools 
4 School” promotional drawing 
announced in April. The grand-prize 
winner was Dylan Hall of Nixa, 
who won $2,500. Lindsey Bilyeu of 
Chadwick won $1,000 and Jacob 
Shoemaker of Springfield won $400.
The students entered the contest 
between February and March and the 
winners were picked randomly. Each 
student had to write a short essay on 
how the A+ program helped them. 

Sheppard, Fisk sworn in as 
Board of Trustees members
Friday, April 11, 2014

The Ozarks Technical Community 
College Board of Trustees welcomed a 
new colleague and a returning member 
to its six-person governing body.

Chip Sheppard, a shareholder and 
chairman of the Litigation/Dispute 

Resolution 
Practice 
Group of 
Carnahan, 
Evans, 
Cantwell 
& Brown, 
P.C., was 
sworn in 
as a board 
member 
on Friday, 
April 11. 
Sheppard 
replaces 

Dr. Maryellen Stratmann. Sheppard 
served on the OTC Foundation Board 
from 2011-2014.

J. Howard Fisk, who was first elected 
to the board in 2008, was sworn in on 
Monday, April 14. Fisk and his wife 
Jan are the owners of Fisk Limousines.

OTC cuts dual credit tuition  
in half 
Wednesday, April 30, 2014

Ozarks Technical Community College 
cut its dual credit tuition in half 
from $70 per credit hour to $35 per 
credit hour in the fall 2014 semester. 
OTC’s Board of Trustees approved the 
new tuition in April. The dual credit 
program allows high school students 
to earn high school and college credit 
at the same time while taking classes at 
their high school. Dual credit students 
are 12 percent more likely to enter 
college and typically earn higher GPAs 
compared to non-dual-credit students.  

OTC Foundation board 
announces new leadership, 
members
Monday, May 19, 2014

Mark Haseltine, a partner of Springer 
and Haseltine law firm, was selected as 
the new chair of the Board of Directors 

for the OTC Foundation, the 
fundraising arm of Ozarks Technical 
Community College. The outgoing 
chair, Branson Mayor Raeanne Presley, 
served in the position during the 
2013-14 fiscal year. 

The OTC Foundation Board 
also chose John Gentry, president 
of Positronic Industries, to serve as 
its vice chair; Jim Towery, owner of 
Steelman Transportation, to serve as 
treasurer; and Paul Sundy, restaurateur 
and entrepreneur, to serve as secretary.

In addition to choosing new 
leadership, the board also selected four 
new members: Brad Brown, owner 
of Missouri Eagle; Voncille Elmer 
of Megerian Rug Company; Grant 
Haden, managing partner of Haden, 
Cowherd and Bullock; and Mark 
McFatridge, president and CEO of 
Metropolitan National Bank.

OTC IN REVIEW

 Board of Trustee 
member Chip Sheppard

Sixth-annual Donor Reception
Tuesday, April 1, 2014 

The OTC Foundation hosted its sixth-annual 
Donor Reception at the Tower Club on April 1, 
2014. The event gave donors an opportunity 
to meet the students they have assisted, 
and gave the students an opportunity to say 
“thank you” to their donors. 

 David Taylor 
represented  
the Musgrave, 
Lelia Heuer 
Charitable Trust 
and Roy W. 
Slusher 
foundations 
with scholarship 
recipients.

“The money, faith and trust 
that you have invested in 
students here at OTC with 
scholarships like the one I have 
received are helping us turn our 
dreams into reality. Thank you 
from the bottom of my heart.”  

       Amanda Garretson
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OTC hosts Veterans  
Resource Fair
Friday, June 6, 2014

Ozarks Technical Community 
College hosted its inaugural Veterans 
Resource Fair at the OTC Springfield 
Campus on June 6. The fair featured 
organizations and institutions that 
provide much-needed services to local 
veterans and their families. The event 
also honored fallen service men and 
women with a ceremonial roll call 
and the unveiling of an interactive 
memorial titled “Flag of the Fallen.”

Foundation receives $100,000 
for student emergency fund
Thursday, June 19, 2014

The OTC Foundation, the fundraising 
arm of Ozarks Technical Community 
College, received a $100,000 donation 
from the Lewis Family to endow the 
OTC Student Emergency Fund. 

“Mr. Lewis continues to help 
OTC students even five years after 
his death,” said Dr. Hal Higdon, 
chancellor of Ozarks Technical 
Community College. “His generosity 
allows our students to focus on their 
education and achieve their goals.”

The $100,000 gift will help students 
with living expenses including 
transportation, food, utilities and 
personal-care products.

 David Lewis was committed to helping 
students achieve their educational goals.

OTC IN REVIEW

 OTC honored Jim Anderson this spring with an award.

Jim Anderson receives Excellence in Business Award
Friday, April 25, 2014 

Ozarks Technical Community College honored Jim Anderson, then 
president of the Springfield Area Chamber of Commerce, on April 25, 
with the 2014 Excellence in Business Award. The ceremony was held at 
the White River Conference Center. Anderson has since retired from the 
Chamber post, and now serves as vice president of marketing and public 
affairs for CoxHealth.

“Jim was most deserving of this award because his passion for 
southwest Missouri fuels our economy,” said Dr. Hal Higdon, chancellor of 
Ozarks Technical Community College. “Most years, Jim is the interviewer 
at the Excellence in Business event. This year, we turned the tables to learn 
more about Jim’s motivation and inspiration.”

Anderson has spent most of his career in economic development. 
Since 1988, he’s been the president of the Springfield Area Chamber of 
Commerce. Before that, he led the Jefferson City Chamber for nine years. 

Anderson began his career in education as a teacher and administrator 
in Jefferson City Public Schools. Under Anderson’s leadership, the 
Springfield Area Chamber of Commerce earned Chamber of the Year 
honors from its professional organization.

Besides his role as chamber president, Anderson is also active in the 
Springfield community, having served as chairman of the United Way of 
the Ozarks and president of the Urban Districts Alliance. He is a member of 
the Springfield Rotary Club and of First and Calvary Presbyterian Church.

Anderson graduated from Missouri State University and also attended 
Southern Methodist University in Dallas. He holds an Honorary Doctorate 
of Humane Letters from Drury University.

Anderson is married to Janet, and they have two daughters, Rachel and 
Rebecca.

Past recipients of the award include John Q. Hammons, the O’Reilly 
family, Jack Stack, Bill Turner, Carol Jones, Sam Hamra, Paul Sundy, and 
Jack and Peter Herschend.
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OTC electronic media 
production students excel at 
SkillsUSA Championships
Tuesday, July 1, 2014

Eight students from Ozarks Technical 
Community College received 
gold medals at the SkillsUSA 
Championships held in June in Kansas 
City, Mo. More than 6,000 career 
and technical education students (all 
state-contest winners from around the 
U.S.) competed in 99 different trade, 
technical and leadership fields. 

The SkillsUSA Championships took 
place as part of the SkillsUSA 50th 
annual National Leadership and Skills 
Conference, a showcase of career and 
technical education students.

 
Founding OTC Trustee  
Jackie McKinsey retires
Monday, July 31, 2014

Jackie McKinsey, founding member 
of the Ozarks Technical Community 
College Board of Trustees, retired 
from the board. 

“The OTC family is grateful for 
Mrs. McKinsey’s nearly quarter 
century of service,” said Greg 
DeLong, chair of the OTC Board 
of Trustees. “She has a significant, 
impactful legacy with the college as 
a founding trustee.”

(continued on page 8)

 Thirty-two OTC students competed at 
the 2014 SkillsUSA Championships. The 
electronic media production students 
won eight medals.

OTC IN REVIEW

Fifth year for Community Day
Saturday, April 26, 2014

The fifth OTC Community Day featured a 
5K run that benefitted the OTC Foundation 
Scholarship Fund.

Nearly 60 runners participated in the race that 
started and finished on the OTC Springfield Campus. 

In addition to the race, Community Day attendees found that 
serious science can be fun. Jared Durden, an adjunct physics instructor 
at OTC, and several science students demonstrated their homemade 
hovercraft and a second hovering device at the event to introduce science 
to the community.

The hovercraft, in the shape of a disc and equipped with a seat and 
unicorn head, was powered by a two-horsepower shop vacuum motor 
that was capable of lifting more than 200 pounds.

“We created interactive science displays and fun toys to be displayed 
in public forums to promote a science-based discourse out in the 

community,” said Durden. “Not everyone is a scientist, and 
this gives the community a chance to see science in 

action instead of just in theory. It is a way to get 
people interested in science and draw in non-

science people.”
The science demonstrations were among 

many other programs on display during 
the event.

The classic car show, plant sale, 
welding repair, fire truck display, kids 
art and activities, and health and dental 

demonstrations were also featured at 
Community Day.

 

 Community Day runners prep for the 5K.
  The event also featured a car show, plant 

sale, welding repair and activities for kids.
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(continued from page 7)
McKinsey was elected to the OTC 

Board of 
Trustees 
in 1990. 
Since 
then, 
she has 
served as 
secretary, 
treasurer, 
vice 
chairman 
and chair 
of the 
six-
member 
board. She also chaired the search for 
the second president of OTC when 
Dr. Hal Higdon was hired in 2006. 

The OTC Board of Trustees 
approved McKinsey as a Trustee 
Emeritus. She is the fifth person to 
be named a trustee emeritus, joining 
the other founding trustees Dolores 
Brooks, Don Clinkenbeard, Frank 
Farmer and Don Wessel.

OTC Chancellor named one of 
Ingram’s 50 Missourians You 
Should Know
Thursday, August 7, 2014

Dr. Hal Higdon, chancellor of 
Ozarks Technical Community 
College, was named one of Ingram’s 
50 Missourians You Should Know 
in 2014. The honorees of Ingram’s 
annual tribute were recognized 
for careers, companies and core 
values that transformed both local 
communities and the state.

Ingram’s Magazine declared, “Let 
the record show that Higdon, the 
second chancellor in the nearly 
25-year history of OTC, gets things 
done.” The article highlighted Dr. 
Higdon’s focus on workforce training 
and online offerings, as well as his 
expansion of allied health programs. 
The article praised Higdon for 

OTC IN REVIEW

Record number of graduates
Thursday, May, 15, 2014

A record 742 Ozarks Technical Community 
College graduates participated in the 
spring 2014 commencement, which 
was held in JQH Arena on the Missouri State 
University Campus on May 15.

OTC conferred more than 2,000 certificates and degrees to graduates 
this year, which included students who completed their course work from 
the summer 2013 semester through spring 2014.

Attorney General Chris Koster was the featured speaker at the 
ceremony.

“You have placed a bet on yourself and that is a habit you will tap again 
and again,” Koster said. “Your accomplishment tonight is a bet on your 
success and a better tomorrow.”

OTC paid special tribute to the late Special Agent 
Sgt. Joseph M. Peters, who received the College’s 

2014 Distinguished Alumni of the Year Award. 
Also, for the first time, OTC Career Center 

high school students, who earned an OTC 
Certificate of Achievement or Specialization 
after passing 32 hours of college credit, 
walked in the college’s commencement.

Prior to commencement, nearly 400 
students received their General Equivalency 

Diplomas (GED) or High School Equivalency 
(HSE) diplomas from OTC on May 6 at the Gillioz 

Theatre in Springfield. Also, the OTC Middle College 
graduated 41 students from the high school program on May 14 at the 
Gillioz Theatre.

 JQH Arena was packed for commencement.
 Chancellor Hal Higdon and Attorney General 

Chris Koster led the processional.
 Dr. Higdon congratulates graduates.

 Trustee Emeritus Jackie 
McKinsey



Annual Report 2014   9

boosting OTC’s significance with area 
employers and increasing the college’s 
enrollment 44 percent since his arrival.

“I am truly honored by Ingram’s 
recognition of OTC’s growth and 
significant achievements,” said Dr. 
Higdon.

OTC Board of Trustees 
welcomes new member
Monday, August 11, 2014

Former President and CEO of the 
United Way of the 
Ozarks, Jennifer 
Kennally, was sworn 
in as the newest 
member of the 
Ozarks Technical 
Community College 
Board of Trustees. 
Kennally replaced 
Jackie McKinsey 
who retired from the 
board in July. Ms. 
Kennally will serve 
out the remainder 
of McKinsey’s term, 
which expires in April 2016. At that 
time, Kennally will be eligible to run 
for the seat. 

OTC accepts the ALS 
Ice Bucket Challenge 
Wednesday, August 20, 
2014 

Chancellor Hal Higdon 
and OTC’s Cabinet 
took the ALS Ice Bucket 
Challenge to raise money 
and promote awareness for 
the ALS Association. OTC’s 
Ice Bucket Challenge was 
shared with the community 
through OTC’s social 

media accounts. In the video, Dr. 
Higdon challenged Zora Mulligan 
of the Missouri Community College 

Association, Jon Bauer of East 
Central College and Mark James of 
Metropolitan Community College to 
complete the challenge.

OTC ranked among  
nation’s best
Tuesday, August 26, 2014

Ozarks Technical Community College 
earned national recognition as one of 
the nation’s Top 100 Associate Degree 
Producers by Community College 
Week. The publication analyzed data 
from more than 1,200 community 
colleges nationwide to determine its 
rankings, which appeared in the Aug. 
18, 2014 edition of the magazine.

OTC appeared in more top lists 
than any other college in the state of 
Missouri. OTC was ranked 36th in the 
nation among community colleges for 
associate degrees awarded (the number 
of degrees awarded by OTC increased 
by 43 percent from last year).

Several of OTC’s degree programs 
were highlighted in the publication’s 
list of Top 50 Associate Degrees.

“OTC works hard to meet our 
community’s needs by offering flexible, 
affordable, high-quality programs,” 
said Dr. Hal Higdon, chancellor of 
Ozarks Technical Community College. 
“I’m truly honored by this recognition. 
Our top-notch faculty and staff will 
continue to ensure OTC degree 
programs are among the nation’s best.”

 OTC Chancellor Hal Higdon addressed faculty and staff at College Development 
Day. Higdon was named of one of Ingram’s 50 Missourians You Should Know.

OTC IN REVIEW

 Board of Trustee 
member Jennifer Kennally

 Members of the OTC administration accepted the ALS Ice Bucket Challenge.
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OTC welcomes veterans 
counselors to campus
Tuesday, August 26, 2014

Counselors from the Springfield 
Vet Center, an arm of the U.S. 
Department of Veterans Affairs, began 
providing a variety of counseling 
services to eligible veterans and 
bereaved family members of Ozarks 
Technical Community College. 
Counselors are available from 1-4 p.m. 
on Wednesday afternoons at the OTC 
Springfield Campus.  

OTC receives Cadillac donation 
from GM
Tuesday, September 2, 2014

The General Motors Training Center 
in Ardsley, N.Y. donated a 2013 
Cadillac ATS to Ozarks Technical 
Community College’s automotive 
technology program. 

General Motors pledged to donate 
vehicles to the top automotive 
winners of the 2014 SkillsUSA 
Championships, a national 
competition of career and technical 
education students. OTC freshman 

Seth Swango placed sixth in the 
Automotive Service Technology 
competition at SkillsUSA, which 
earned OTC the Cadillac donation.

OTC’s automotive program plans 
to use the Cadillac to teach students 
about auto diagnostics and repair. 

OTC hosts local high school 
students at Discover OTC
Monday, September 22, 2014

Ozarks Technical Community College 
invited area high school students to 
attend Discover OTC — an annual, 
system-wide event that served as a 
college visit for hundreds of students. 
Discover OTC allowed students to 
tour OTC campuses and centers 
and learn more about the college’s 
specialized programs. Students also 
had opportunities to meet OTC 
instructors and learn about admissions 
and financial aid.

OTC IN REVIEW

 Current and future students enjoyed 
the Fall Picnic and Discover OTC 
activities.
 Freshman Seth Swango earned OTC a 

Cadillac donation with his performance 
at SkillsUSA this fall.
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Discover OTC coincided with the 
college’s annual Fall Picnic. The picnic 
celebrated the start of the fall semester 
with free food and fun activities for 
both current and future students. 

OTC Foundation held eighth-
annual golf tournament
Monday, September 22, 2014

The OTC Foundation, the fundraising 
arm of the college, held its eighth-
annual golf tournament at Hickory 
Hills Country Club on Sept. 22. The 
four-man scramble tournament raised 
approximately $35,000 for student 
scholarships.

OTC awarded more than  
$1 million for STEM programs
Monday, September 29, 2014

Ozarks Technical Community College 
received more than $1 million as part 
of a $19.7 million grant awarded to 
Missouri’s community colleges and the 
State Technical College of Missouri.  
OTC’s grant funds, awarded through 
the U.S. Department of Labor’s Trade 
Adjustment Assistance Community 
College and Career Training 
(TAACCCT) Grant Program, will 
serve 108 students. These students will 
have the opportunity to earn an A.A.S. 
in Chemical Laboratory 
Technology or affiliated 
certificate at OTC 
beginning in the 
summer of 2015. 
The college 
was part of a 
consortium 
that chose 
to focus on 
STEM (Science, 
Technology, 
Engineering and 
Math) jobs because 
of an identified need for 
employment and growth in 
the local STEM community.

OTC hosts dedication of Larry 
and Donna Snyder Atrium
Monday, October 6, 2014

Ozarks Technical Community College 
recognized Larry and Donna Snyder 
with the naming of The Larry and 
Donna Snyder Atrium in a ceremony 
on Oct. 6. The event was held in the 
newly renovated atrium, located in the 
Information Commons East building 
of the OTC Springfield Campus.

Mr. Snyder, a strong advocate 
for workforce training and local 
economic development, was elected 
to a six-year term to the OTC Board 
of Trustees in April 2006. He was re-
elected in April 2012.

During his tenure, Mr. Snyder 
and his family established the 
Trustees Scholarship for students 
with financial need. Mr. Snyder 
contributed to the OTC landmark sign 
at the corner of National Avenue and 
Chestnut Expressway. He also led the 
fundraising efforts for the sign.

“We are grateful to the Snyder 
family for their long-standing support 
and generosity,” said Dr. Hal Higdon, 
chancellor of Ozarks Technical 
Community College. 

 An OTC 
supporter teed off  
for scholarships at 
the Foundation’s 

annual golf 
tournament.
 OTC’s Mary Vogel 

led experiments on the 
plaza at the Fall Picnic.

OTC IN REVIEW

 Trustee Larry Snyder spoke from a podium he built and donated to the college at 
the Snyder Atrium dedication. 
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Cliff Davis named president of 
OTC Table Rock Campus
Monday, October 6, 2014

OTC Vice 
Chancellor 
Cliff Davis 
was named 
the new 
president 
of the 
OTC 
Table Rock 
Campus by 
the OTC 
Board of 
Trustees on 
Oct. 6. 

Davis replaced Dr. Jeff Jochems, 
who served as interim president of the 
Table Rock campus since 2013. 

Davis served as vice chancellor for 
advancement, student affairs and 
strategic planning and as executive 
director of the OTC Foundation for the 
past 10 years. He served on the OTC 
Board of Trustees from 1994-2004.

Excellence in Education award 
winners announced
Tuesday, October 14, 2014

The Excellence in Education award 
was created in 1992 to recognize 
outstanding educators throughout the 
Ozarks Technical Community College 
system. Excellence in Education 
candidates are selected by a college-
wide committee and honored at the 
annual College Development Day. 

The recipients of OTC’s 2014 
Excellence in Education award were 
as follows: Angela McChesney, Jeremy 
George, Trisha White, Dave Hoffman 
and Rachel DeMoro. 

Each winner received a plaque and 
cash award from the OTC Foundation. 
The Turner Family Foundation funds 
the awards each year. 

 

OTC’s Alice Jefferson receives 
Senior Service Award
Wednesday, November 5, 2014

Long-time Ozarks Technical 
Community College employee 
Alice Jefferson received the Missouri 
Community College Association’s 
Senior Service Award at the opening 
ceremony of MCCA’s annual 
convention in November. 

Jefferson has served OTC as a 
custodian since 1991. Prior to that, she 
worked for the Springfield R-12 school 
district as a custodian at Graff Vo-
Tech. When Graff became the new site 
of OTC, Jefferson joined the college’s 
staff. She is one of 22 original full-time 
employees still with OTC.

“Alice is known throughout the 
OTC System for her big heart and 
incredible work ethic,” said Dr. Hal 
Higdon, chancellor of OTC. “Her 
compassionate nature and dedication 
to the college are truly exceptional.”

 The 2014 Excellence in Education award winners were Angela McChesney, Jeremy 
George, Trisha White, Dave Hoffman and Rachel DeMoro. 
 

OTC IN REVIEW

  Long-time OTC employee Alice 
Jefferson received the Senior Service 
Award by MCCA.

 OTC Table Rock Campus 
President Cliff Davis
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OTC students honored at 
MCCA 50th annual convention
Friday, November 7, 2014

Three students from Ozarks Technical 
Community College were recognized 
at the Missouri Community College 
Association’s annual convention in 
November. Each year, representatives 
from MCCA-affiliated colleges and 
campuses across Missouri nominate 
students who demonstrate outstanding 
leadership skills. OTC’s 2014 Student 
Leadership Award recipients are:

Ashley O’Neal, from the OTC 
Springfield Campus, is president of the 

campus’s 
Phi 
Theta 
Kappa 
chapter. She is 
working toward 
an associate degree 
in teaching and plans to 
transfer to a four-year university to 
pursue her bachelor’s degree.

Catie Myers, from the OTC 
Richwood Valley Campus, is pursuing 
an associate degree in behavioral 
science and plans to transfer to 
Missouri State University to complete 

a degree in social work. Her ultimate 
goal is to pursue a master’s degree and 
work with the elderly.  

Mindy Martin, from the OTC Table 
Rock Campus, is an active member of 
the campus’ Phi Theta Kappa chapter 
and is training to become a licensed 
practical nurse. Martin has been on the 
OTC Dean’s List and gave the student 
commencement address for the LPN 
program in July 2014.

OTC hosts Veterans Day events 
at both Springfield and 

Table Rock campuses
Tuesday, November 11, 

2014

Ozarks Technical 
Community College 
hosted Veterans Day 
events on Tuesday, 
Nov. 11 at both the 
OTC Springfield 

Campus and OTC 
Table Rock Campus. 
“OTC has nearly 

1,000 veterans in our 
student body,” said Dr. Hal 

Higdon, chancellor of OTC. 
“We want to honor our students for 
the sacrifices they have made for our 
country and publicly thank all veterans 
for the work they do to ensure our 
freedom.”

OTC hosts 2014 Innovation 
Showcase
Friday, November 14, 2014 

Ozarks Technical Community College 
hosted the 2014 Innovation Showcase 
Nov. 10-14. The event shared 
innovative teaching practices in online 
sessions led by local educators. The 
Innovation Showcase was offered in 
collaboration with Missouri Distance 
Learning Association, Springfield 
Public Schools, Evangel University, 
Missouri State University and Drury 
University.

 The College of the Ozarks Color Guard presented the 
colors at the OTC Table Rock Campus ceremony. 
 Trustee Howard Fisk places a name in OTC’s interactive 

memorial, Flag of the Fallen, at the Veterans Day event. 

OTC IN REVIEW

 Ashley O’Neal  Catie Myers  Mindy Martin
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Reception held for OTC Table 
Rock Campus President Davis
Thursday, November 13, 2014

Ozarks Technical Community College 
invited residents of the greater Table 
Rock Lake area to meet President Cliff 
Davis at a meet-and-greet event at the 
OTC Table Rock Campus on Nov. 13. 

The OTC Table Rock Campus 
opened its doors to students in 
August of 2013. Davis assumed his 
role as president on Nov. 1, 2014. 
He previously served as OTC’s 
vice chancellor for advancement, 

student affairs, strategic planning, 
and as executive director of the OTC 
Foundation for 10 years. Davis was 
also a member of the OTC Board of 
Trustees from 1994-2004.

“A strong community will almost 
always have a strong community 
college,” said Davis. “We are fortunate 
to have a state-of-the-art community 
college in the greater Table Rock Lake 
area. I look forward to expanding the 
reach of the OTC Table Rock Campus 
and creating more educational 
opportunities for students in the 
coming years.”  

OTC Chancellor Higdon 
interviewed on local talk show
Thursday, November 13, 2014

Chancellor Hal Higdon made a 
guest appearance on Springfield’s 
own late-night talk show called “The 
Mystery Hour.” The show’s host, Jeff 
Houghton, and Dr. Higdon discussed 
OTC’s mission, history and programs 
— with a few jokes along the way. 
The pair also played a game where 
Dr. Higdon had to guess if OTC 
course descriptions were real or fake. 
Backstage, Dr. Higdon was introduced 
to Oscar-winner Tom Whitlock, the 
composer of Top Gun’s “Take My 
Breath Away.” The show aired on FOX 
KRBK Saturday, Dec. 6.

 President Davis shares his future plans 
for the campus at his reception.
 Chancellor Hal Higdon joined host Jeff 

Houghton for a little fun on “The 
Mystery Hour.”
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Community celebrates Lincoln 
High’s 1949 graduating class
Friday, November 14, 2014

The Weller Neighborhood Association 
dedicated a bench to commemorate 
the 1949 Lincoln High School 
graduating class on Nov. 14. The 
dedication took place on the OTC 
Springfield Campus at the southwest 
corner of Central Street and Sherman 
Avenue. The former Lincoln High 
School, which was attended by 
African-American students during 
segregation, is now part of the 
Springfield campus and houses many 
of the college’s allied health classrooms.

In 1941, Ms. Mary Tolliver’s fourth-
grade class — the 1949 graduating 
class — planted an elm tree at the 
corner of the property. That tree still 
stands and the bench sits in the shade 
of the tree. The bench was inscribed 
with a portion of the poem “Trees” 
written by Joyce Kilmer, “Poems are 
made by fools like me / But only God 
can make a tree.”

OTC Fine Arts department 
presents “A Christmas Carol”
Friday, November 21, 2014

The OTC Fine Arts department 
performed Charles Dickens’ “A 
Christmas Carol” at the Gillioz 
Theater Nov. 21-23. 

“This classic story reminds us 
that even the hardest of hearts can 
be softened - that it’s never too late 
for redemption,” said Jon Herbert, 
director and OTC theater instructor. 
“Our performance is fun — and 
often funny — and also a bit heart 
wrenching at times. In short, it’s 
entertaining.” 

OTC’s “A Christmas 
Carol” was an 
original adaptation 
written by 
Herbert. The cast 
featured 26 actors 
who played 56 
different roles. 

OTC hosts food drive during 
National Hunger Awareness 
Week
Thursday, November 21, 2014

Ozarks Technical Community 
College hosted a system-wide food 

drive Nov. 17-21. The 
food drive coincided 

with National 
Hunger and 

Homelessness 
Awareness 
Week.

Staff and 
students were 
encouraged 
to bring food 

to donation 
boxes located 

at each OTC 
campus or center. 

The college awarded 
a trophy to the OTC 

Waynesville Center for collecting the 
most pounds per student.

 Two of the eight surviving members of the Lincoln High Class of 1949, Edna Adams 
(left) and Rosetta Clarida (center), attended the bench dedication.

 Volunteers sorted food at OTC’s food 
drive. The OTC system collected 5,055 
pounds for local food pantries.
 “A Christmas Carol” was an original 

adaptation by Jon Herbert.
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Taking Learning 
on the Road

G
eology

T he OTC faculty will take their students almost anywhere if there’s a 
chance it will help them with their education. That was the case when 
OTC Geology Instructor Kathryn Shade saw the advantage of moving 

her classroom outside and off campus.
In the fall of 2014, Shade took a group of her students 

to the Johnson’s Shut-Ins and Elephant Rock state 
parks in southeastern Missouri where they spent several 
days hiking trails, observing rocks and discussing their 
formation and the rocks’ history.

Johnson’s Shut-Ins State Park is on the Black River 
and the river cascades in and around the igneous rocks 
worn smooth by the water. Elephant Rocks is made up 
of an outcropping of Precambrian granite boulders that 
resemble a train of pink circus elephants.

“The purpose of the trip was to introduce students to a 
part of Missouri’s geologic history and more specifically 
to allow them to observe evidence of the volcanic 
history of the St. Francois Mountains area in southeast 
Missouri,” Shade said.

“They climbed on, hiked over and observed plutonic igneous rocks (granite) 
at Elephant Rocks State Park and volcanic igneous rocks (primarily rhyolite) at 
Johnson’s Shut-ins State Park.”

Shade took other classes to the area last spring and this trip was as successful as 
the one last year.

“Students seemed 
to enjoy it and learn 
from it. They appeared 
to gain from the 
experience on multiple 
levels — learning 
geology, appreciating 
the environment, 
getting some good exercise and fresh air, testing their camping skills, and earning 
some credit for class,” she said.

Andy Norton, a student from Springfield who made the trip, said it was good 
to see the real-world application of what he was learning in class.

“I love science. I’ve always been a daydreamer. I like studying science in the real 
world instead of in a book,” he said. “I had never seen volcanic material before 
and all the rocks on the river.”

Norton, who wants to study astronomy, said coming to OTC for science classes 
has been good for him.

“That OTC motto of ‘Start here, go anywhere’ that you hear a lot works for 
me,” he said.

“I love science. I’ve always 
been a daydreamer. I like 

studying science in the real 
world instead of in a book.”

OTC Geology Instructor 
Kathryn Shade took 
her students to 
Elephant Rock and 
Johnson’s Shut-Ins 
state parks to apply 
what they learned in 
the classroom.
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STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

Shayne Jacobian is living the OTC motto, “Start here, go anywhere.” 
The OTC graduate is now at Belmont University in Nashville studying 
English and music business.
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From Springfield 
to Music City

J
acobian

S hayne Jacobian is a perfect example of the OTC slogan of “Start Here, Go 
Anywhere” and could put his talents to work adding a tune to the college’s 
catchy phrase.

An accomplished musician, Shayne graduated from OTC in 2012 and is now 
in Nashville attending Belmont University, studying English and music business.

Shayne dreamt of heading to Nashville for some time.
“I chose Belmont a long time ago — early on in high school — because of their 

music business program, which I was really interested in,” the Logan-Rogersville 
graduate said. 

OTC was the gateway for Shayne to fulfill that dream. 
“My time at OTC was great. I went on the Missouri A+ scholarship in order to 

offset some of the cost of Belmont,” he said. 
While at OTC, Shayne worked in the Carol Jones Writing Center and was a 

member of Phi Theta Kappa and the honors program where he served as vice 
president for community involvement.

“Working at the Carol Jones Writing Center under Dave Ball, along with a lot 
of other English majors, really taught me a lot about writing and working with 
other people and constantly motivated me to improve,” he said. “The honors 
program put me in smaller, more challenging 
classes, and having a couple of those per 
semester really kept me on my toes.”

While at OTC, he decided he wanted to 
major in English but still head to Belmont.

“Given that the most popular degree 
program at Belmont is music business and 
the school is located in Nashville, the school 
is full of really great musicians and creative 
types, which as a musician, I really like,” 
he said. “I joined the Belmont University 
Songwriters Association so I can meet 
lyricists and work with them. I’m focusing 
on practicing and writing new material for 
the most part. I’ve played at a few open mics 
and writers’ nights here.”

Shayne said he drew educational inspiration from OTC faculty and students.
 “OTC really taught me the value of education. The diversity of the students 

was a major part of that,” he said. Having attended OTC helped Shayne in his 
overall educational experience and left an indelible mark on him that he took to 
Nashville.

 “I’m not around as many non-traditional students at Belmont as I was at 
OTC,” he said. “I’d say that by not going to a community college for part of your 
education, you’re missing out on the company of a really diverse crowd of great, 
hard-working people.”

“My time at OTC 
was great. I went 

on the Missouri 
A+ scholarship 

in order to offset 
some of the cost 

of Belmont.”
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L ike some students who first come to Ozarks 
Technical Community College, Jordan Morgan 
wasn’t sure what career he wanted to pursue.  

Today, he’s sure he made the right career choice and chose 
the right college to help him achieve his career goals.

In May of 2013, Morgan graduated from OTC with a 
degree in Computer Information Science. Today, he is the 
proud developer, creator and owner 
of a mobile device application that 
peaked at No. 18 in finance apps on 
the iOS App Store.

The app is called Spend Stack and 
costs $1.99. It is designed to help a 
person know exactly what he or she is 
spending by calculating local tax rates 
and keeping a running total of the 
sales price and the exact taxes owed as 
items are added to a shopping list.

“My wife and I tried to budget our money and we were 
always a little over or under of what we budgeted because of 
all the different tax rates,” Morgan said.

Morgan was able to retrieve all the various sales tax rates 
from tax offices around the country and compiled them 
into his app. In the summer of 2014, Morgan’s app peaked 
at No. 18 among paid apps in Apple’s App Store.

“It was awesome. I was out with my wife one night, and 
I looked at the category and I was shocked,” he said. “The 
best part is to see people use it and hear how they like it.”

The app took about a year to develop. He credits OTC’s 
Computer Information Science program for giving him the 
know-how to create and develop a financial app.

“I’ve always been a big fan of the CIS department. When 
we graduate, we are battle tested. 
At OTC, we get in and do it. OTC 
equipped me with the know-how. If 
it wasn’t for OTC, I don’t know if I 
would be where I am today.”

Tiffany Ford, chair of the CIS 
department, said Morgan was the kind 
of student the program wanted.

“He was motivated and driven 
to succeed,” she said. “He not only 
applied himself in his classes but he 

also started using these skills in outside projects.”
Morgan is working at what he calls his dream job as a 

programmer and developer for HealthMEDX in Ozark. As 
part of developing the app, Morgan started his own side 
business called Dreaming In Binary.

Now that he’s tasted success, he’s not about to slow down.
“I’ve got thousands of ideas for apps,” he said.

An App(etite) for Success

OTC graduate Jordan Morgan 
created a mobile device app that 
peaked at No. 18 in finance apps 
on the iOS App Store.

“If it wasn’t for OTC, 
I don’t know if 

I would be where 
I am today.”
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DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI

T he late Special Agent Sgt. 
Joseph M. Peters will never 
be forgotten by Ozarks 

Technical Community College. 
Sgt. Peters, who was killed from 

injuries sustained in a series of 
explosions while accompanying 
Army Rangers on a raid Oct. 6, 
2013 in Afghanistan, received 
Distinguished Alumni awards 
from both OTC and the Missouri 
Community College Association.

Sgt. Peters’ father, Dennis, 
who is OTC’s veterans service 
representative, received a standing 
ovation as he accepted the award for 
his fallen son from Dr. Hal Higdon, 
chancellor of OTC. 

Dennis Peters reminded OTC’s 
graduating students that the men 
and women of the military helped them reach their goals 
and dreams.

“Others have made sacrifices to help you reach your 
dream and graduate tonight,” Peters told the packed 
audience at the JQH Arena. 

Sgt. Peters’ legacy will live on at OTC. Last year, the 
Peters family announced a $7,500 gift to endow the Special 
Agent Sgt. Joseph M. Peters Memorial Scholarship.

The gift was added to the contributions already made 
by the OTC family and community donors for a total 
endowment of $10,000. The scholarship supports eligible 
veterans attending OTC.

“Through this gift, we can be sure that our family and 
Joseph remain connected to OTC,” said Peters.

The OTC Board of Trustees also recognized Sgt. Peters’ 
service and sacrifice with a resolution. After his death, the 
Army awarded Sgt. Peters with the Combat Action Badge, 
Bronze Star Medal and Purple Heart. 

Peters was born Dec. 22, 1988 and graduated from 
Republic High School in 2007. Peters received a certificate 
in electronic media production from OTC.

Fallen but Never Forgotten

 Sgt. Joseph M. Peters received the college’s 2014 
Distinguished Alumni of the Year Award posthumously at its 
commencement in May.  Dennis Peters accepted the award 
from OTC Chancellor Hal Higdon on his son’s behalf.
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Fueling the 
Foundation 
John Piatchek of the Ozarks Antique Auto Club 

describes the club’s members as old boys with lots of 
toys — lots of classic cars to be specific. 

    The members’ love for cars has translated into a major 
benefit for Ozarks Technical Community College and the 
OTC Foundation’s scholarship fund.

Since 2006, the club has been funding an endowed 
scholarship for students in OTC’s automotive program 
with funds raised from the club’s annual swap meet. The 
meet, heading into its 47th year, is held annually at the 
Ozarks Empire Fairgrounds. At the event, visitors can buy 

everything from cars to nearly any auto 
part imaginable.

The club, with about 110 members 
today, was founded in the late 1950s in 
a garage. All members had a common 
interest in cars. At that time, the cars 
included mostly Model As and Ts.

Today, the members’ collections 
include everything from Model Ts to 
Rolls Royces to Corvettes to muscle 
cars, including a 1967 Pontiac GTO, 
owned by Piatchek.

In 1961, the club became a full-
fledged nonprofit club. Members 
wanted to give back to the community 
and enjoy their classic automobiles at 
the same time. 

According to Piatchek and Dave 
Freeman, two long-time members, 
the club turned to OTC when it 
was looking to contribute to the 
community.

“We wanted to do something to be 
remembered when we are gone. We 
wanted to find a place that we could 
sink our teeth into,” said Freeman.

OTC Chancellor Hal Higdon said 
the foundation and college are grateful 

to have the club’s involvement. 
“OTC appreciates Ozarks Antique Auto Club for its 

continued support of our students,” Dr. Higdon said. “This 
ongoing gift speaks to the unique partnership between the 
club and OTC.”

Piatchek said the club is honored to be associated with 
the OTC automotive programs.

“We like the people, the kids, the administration and 
what the college stands for,” he said. “We feel like we’re 
helping and feel good about doing it.”

DONOR PROFILES

Ozarks Antique Auto Club members 
Dave Freeman (left) and John Piatchek 
have been leading the club’s support of 
OTC automotive programs.

“We wanted to do something 
to be remembered 

when we are gone.”
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DONOR PROFILES

C harlie O’Reilly uses one three-letter word to 
describe the impact and growth of Ozarks Technical 
Community College. 

“Wow!” the vice chairman of the board of O’Reilly 
Automotive, Inc. said without hesitation. “Wow would be 
the best word I could use. OTC’s success has been beyond 
my expectations and maybe everybody else’s, too.” 

Mr. O’Reilly is in a position to know the impact OTC 
has had on the region for a number of reasons. First, he 
was on the fact-finding committee that worked to form the 
OTC district more than 25 years ago.

And second, as a native of Springfield, Mr. O’Reilly 
knows what the region’s educational landscape was like 
before and after OTC was formed and what the community 
college has contributed to the community.

“OTC has had a huge impact. Every business needs 
trained people. I would go so far as to say that some 
companies would not have located here or would not have 
grown as much as they did if OTC were not here,” Mr. 
O’Reilly said.

“In my opinion, without OTC, it would have caused the 

relocation of some companies. Companies look real closely 
at available workforce and trained workforce.”

Mr. O’Reilly and his wife, Mary Beth, have been so 
impressed with OTC that they established the Charlie and 
Mary Beth O’Reilly Family Scholarship.

 “Mary Beth and I had the idea of helping someone who 
may not have been able to go to school. The students are 
intelligent, but if they didn’t have a scholarship, they would 
not be able to maximize their abilities,” he said.

Mr. O’Reilly said his company makes use of the resources 
that OTC offers.

“We employ about 4,000 team members here in 
Springfield and have hired a lot of OTC grads,” he said. 
“We’re a good example of a local business taking advantage 
of the talented technician graduates coming out of OTC.”

OTC has earned its spot next to the other local higher 
education institutions, according to Mr. O’Reilly.

“It’s hard to understand how we got along without OTC 
before,” he said. “OTC fills a huge need.”

Charlie and Mary Beth O’Reilly  
have established an OTC 
scholarship for students in need.

Wowed by OTC’s growth 
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$500,000 and above

Cox Family Foundation

$10,000 - $99,999

John Boston
ColorVision
Community Foundation of the 
Ozarks

CoxHealth
Lee H. Cruse Charitable Trust
Darr Family Foundation
Gravelle & Harris Scholarship Fund
Bervil & Betty Ivy*
Jerry & Linda Jared
Johnstone Supply
Kraft Foods, Inc.
Mercy Health Springfield 
Communities

Jim F. & Cathy Moore
Musgrave Foundation
Nissan North America, Inc
Charlie & Mary Beth O’Reilly 
Family Foundation

OTC English Department
Ozarks Antique Auto Club
Pepsi Beverages Company
Peterbilt of Springfield, Inc
RBX Transportation, Inc.
Roy W. Slusher Foundation
Smith-Glynn-Callaway Medical 
Foundation

Larry & Donna Snyder
Neal Spencer

Transland, Inc.
Turner Family Foundation
James & Candace Trogolo 

$2,500 – $9,999

Eric & Elaine Atkinson
Bates & Associates
Bob & Susan Beine
Casey Buckles
Care to Learn
Christian County Elks Lodge 2777
Chris & Jennifer David
Davis Electric
Dodson Williams Automotive
Mike Fostich
General Motors Training Center
Hartmann Foundation

Lelia Heuer Charitable Trust 
Foundation

Curtis & Jade Jared
Robert and Frances Keever Trust
Midwest Brick & Block
Morgan Stanley Foundation
Ollis & Company Risk & Benefit 
Advisors

Parkcrest Dental Group
Steve & Raeanne Presley
Rick’s Automotive, Inc.
Brian & Stephanie Swearengin
Whitman Contractors, LLC

*Deceased

W e would like to extend a 
special thanks to those 
who support students 

and programs at Ozarks Technical 
Community College by contributing 
to the OTC Foundation. Your 
generosity helps provide education, 
job training and lifelong learning to 
countless students and is instrumental 
in ensuring continued student success.

Friends of OTC who remember the OTC Foundation through a bequest, 
life income plan, or other type of planned gift become members of the 
Legacy Society. To inquire about making a planned gift, contact the OTC 
Foundation at (417) 447-2651.

LEGACY SOCIETY MEMBERS

Eugene & Mildred Carey

Chuck & Karla Gregg

Hal & Nancy Higdon

Carol Jones

Jan Robbins    

LEGACY SOCIETY
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$1,000 - $2,499

ACME Brick Company
ASA Springfield Chapter
BKD, LLP
Barbara Brooks
Tim & Keena Burnet
Dawn Busick
CFM Distributors, Inc.
Holly Melton-Clark
Leon & Dorothy Combs
Cliff Davis
Greg DeLong & Debbie Cook
DeLong Group at Morgan Stanley
Bob & Melanie Grand
Great Southern Bank
Mark & Laura Haseltine
Hal & Nancy Higdon
Jackson Brothers of the South, LLC
JPS & Associates
Russell Keller
KI
Lael Stucco Supply Inc.
Med-Pay, Inc
Marla Moody
MPCA
Multi-Craft Contractors
Norman K. & Pat Myers
Neale & Newman, LLP
O’Reilly Auto Parts, Inc.
O’Reilly Family Foundation
OTC Culinary Arts Department
Ozark Lakes Region Porsche Club  
of America

Positronic Industries, Inc.

Donna Powers
Paul & Jerry Quinn
Jim & Brenda Shannon
David & Janet Sell
Turner Family Foundation
James & Valerie Webb
Wendy’s of Missouri, Inc.
Todd & Stacy Yerby

$500 - $999

Michael Adamek
Mitchell & Tracie Ahrens
Joan Barrett
William & Marge Bell
Abby Benz
Brent & Janet Bergen
Dennis Brown
Linda Caldwell
Carnahan, Evans, Cantwell  
& Brown, PC

Shanna Cass
Copy Products, Inc.
Terrence & Angela Coulter
Custom Metalcraft
Russ Edwards 
KPM
Larry Snyder & Company
Jeff Layman
Layman Group at Morgan Stanley
Lebanon R-III School District
Joel & Jenny McKinsey
Jane Meller
Metropolitan National Bank
Mexican Villa

Kay Murnan
Nabholz Construction Corp.
Nebraska Book Company
Paragon Architecture
John & Judi Phillips
Polsinelli PC
Prime, Inc
Rob Rector
Jan A. Robbins
Rotary Club of Springfield - 
Southeast

Karla Rues
Chip & Sylvia Sheppard
Susan Siemens
Steelman Transportation
Kenneth & Marcia Wheeler
Young & Company
Rick & Dana Ziegenfuss

Up to $499

Marylynne Abbott
Andrew Aberle
Jim Abramovitz
Jesse Allen
Kat Allie
Alpha Delta Kappa PSI Chapter
Danyel Anderson
Jim & Janet Anderson
Richard Anderson
Shane Anderson
Kelly Anthony
Philip Arnold
Amy Bacon
David Ball

Gifts and pledge payments received 
between July 1, 2013 and June 30, 
2014 are included in this report. 
Donors who have made a planned 
or endowed gift to support Ozarks 
Technical Community College will 
also be recognized at the annual 
Donor Reception.  

RECOGNITION
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Up to $499 (continued)

Gabriele Barber
Joyce Bateman
LaRaine Bauer
Nathan Bauer
Lisa Beebe
Amy Bennett
Kim Berry
Stephen Biermann*
Cameron Biggs
Steve Bishop
Susan Blakey
Philip Bowles
Christy Boyce-Goodson
Chelsea Brinkman
Randy Brock
Carolyn Brockman
Hope Brooks-Lovan
Kelly & Kris Brown
Donna Bryant
Gerald Bryant
Owen Bryson
Kathy Buchholz
Builders Rebar
Dana Burpo
Annette Burtin
Linda Burton
Staci Burton
Rona Butrick
Debbie Carlstrom
Elizabeth Carpenter
James Carpenter
William Carpenter
David Carr

Margaret Carrington
Kimberly Cary
Emma Case
Lesley Cash
Dustin Childress
Maria Cino
N. Clark
Sally Clark
Cathy Clemens
Elaine Coates
Sherry Coker
Pamela Collard
Charles & Stephanie Correll
Jane Cowden
Jill Cox
Katherine Craft
Claude Crain
Samantha Crandall
Karen Creighton
Martha Crise
Marianne Crocker
Rebecca Crocker
Becky Dalton
Chasity Daniels
Doug Dashnaw
Davis Properties Management LLC
Virginia Delano
Chris Delp
DeLynn Properties, LLC
Betty Denson
Keith Dinwiddie
Joel Doepker
William Dowdy
Jack Dozier
Jonathan Drozdowski

Jennifer Dunkel
Durham Company
Rick Dykes
Julia Edwards
Pete Edwards
Teri Emery
Ever Green Garden Club
Kelly Everding
Terri Fahnestock
Kristin Farish
Gayla Fewell
Robert Flatness
Tiffany Ford
David Fotopulos
Sydney Frazier
Eric Freeman
Melissa Freres
Jo Fritts
Steve Fritts
Dane Galloway
John Gambon
Travis Garrison
Gail Garton
Ramona George
Jessica Gerard
Vanessa Germeroth
Janie Gleghorn
Jordan Gott
Tamitha Gott
Alison Gragson
Donna Graham
Renee Graves
Kim Greene
Kelly Greenwood-Creager

*Deceased

DONOR HONOR ROLL
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Gifts and pledge payments received 
between July 1, 2013 and June 30, 
2014 are included in this report. 
Donors who have made a planned 
or endowed gift to support Ozarks 
Technical Community College will 
also be recognized at the annual 
Donor Reception.  

RECOGNITION

Up to $499 (continued)

Karla Gregg
Chris Griffith
Robert Griffith
Susan Griffitts
Sherry Griffitts
Jonathan Grindstaff
Susan Gunter
Daniel Gutirrez
Ida Guynn
Lynnar Hamilton
Jack Hamlin
Amy Hart
Mitch Hauschildt
Doug Hayter
Morris & Nancy Helm
David Higginbotham
Harlan & Joyce Hill
Norman Hill
David Hoffman
Andy & Jennifer Hoggatt
Michael Holik
James Holmes
Brian Horras
Michelle Howard
Glynette Hubach
Tracy Hudgens
Lisa Hunter
Alice Jefferson
Justin Jeffries
Jeff & Deborah Jochems
Linda Johns
Jeffrey Johnson
Loree Johnson

William & Joyce Kastler
Sheila Kaylor
Miriam Keesling
Faith Keithley
Mary Kellogg
Cheri Kembell
Karon Kessler
Don Kleier
Norman Knowlton
Trish Knox
Jon Krause
Eric Kyle
Joel LaReau
Tara Lawless
Gaynelle Leavitt
Jacob Lewellen
Cheryl Li
Ginger Luke
Loren Lundstrom
Vicki MacDonald
Lisa Marks
Lacey Mattheis
Beth Mawhiney
Danelle Maxwell
Nora McAmis-Payne
Corky McCormack
J’Neal McCoy
Tracy McGrady
David McKinsey & Maithe  
    Enriquez
Norman & Morey Mechlin
Jeffrey Meyer
Angela Miller
Travis A. Miller
Joe Millsap

Sabra Mitchell
Joshua Montgomery
Susan Moorefield
Juan Narvaez
Ellen Newby-Hines
Bera Nichols
L.A. & Glyna Nickels
Emily Nickols
Mary Nuttall
Gavin O’Connor
OTC Bookstore
OTC Dental Program
OTC Faculty ICE 351
OTC Safety and Security
Doug & Marcia Owen
Kathryn Owen
Ozarks Coca Cola / Dr Pepper  
    Bottling Company
Mike Peña
Kathy Perkins
Susan Perotka
Dennis Peters
Laura Peterson
Sherry Phelan
Cindy Phillips

DONOR HONOR ROLL
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Up to $499 (continued)

Hanna Pickering
David Pope
Autumn Porter
Gary Powell
Print Group Inc.
Donna Pritchard
Michael Pulley
Ron Rafferty
Dwanali Ramirez
Reckitt & Benckiser, Inc
John & Bonnie Reese
Lance Renner
David Richards
River Poodles Pet Sitting & Training
Jonathan Rono
Sydney Routh-Cox
Eugenia Royer
Brenda Sales
Maddy Scanio
Mike Schilling
Kathryn Shade
Clara Shannon
Dana Sherman
Anita Shinkany
Alexandria Shockley
Joseph Siler
Lindsey Smotherman
Marshall Snodgrass
David & Geneva Sorrell

Jayna Spindler
Cindy Stephens
Michelle Stout
William Stunkel
Teri Summerfield
Charles Sumners
Stephanie Sumners
Paul & Crystal Sundy
J. Aline Sutton
Kim Sutton
Linda Szura
Barrie Talbott
Chelsey Taylor
L. Carol Taylor
Rickie Taylor
Sherry Taylor
Josh Temmen
Eloise Thomas
Deborah Thompson
Jennifer Thompson
Kip Thompson
Mandy Thompson
Lisa Tilley
Susan Tingstrom
Ewan Tolmie
Melissa Trader
Tracy Tropepe
Paul Trout
Richard Turner
Lee Vandenberg
Malari Vandervort

Leticia Vosotros
Dylan Wade
Rebecca Waldo
David Walker
Justin Walker
Polly Ward
Jeff Warner
Roberta A. Warren
Arch Watson
Lauren Watson
Deborah Weatherly
Katherine Webb
Sallee Webb
Chris & Kristy Whipple
Ann White
Wil Fischer Companies
Mary Beth Williams
Stephanie Williams
Laurie Wilson
Ashlei Woelk
Amy Wood
Brenda Woods
Chelsey Wright
Jeremy Wright
Kerry Wrinkle
Russell Wydeen
John Yinger
Ginger Zaagsma
Kevin Zimmerman

DONOR HONOR ROLL
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IN MEMORY DONATIONS

In Memory of Dr. Stephen Biermann
Norman K. & Pat Myers

In Memory of Dolores & Alden Brooks
Barbara Brooks

In Memory of  
William N. Bunselmeyer

Steve Duncan
Karen Garwitz

In Memory of Owen Case
Doug & Marcia Case
Miriam Kessling

In Memory of Judge Russell Clark
Paul & Jerry Quinn
David & Geneva Sorrell

In Memory of Jerre & Lloyd Edwards
Russ Edwards
Jane Meller

In Memory of Earlean Evans
Kay Murnan

In Memory of Frank Farmer
Kay Murnan
Larry & Donna Snyder

In Memory of Gloria Fewell
Kay Murnan

In Memory of Jim E. Frank
Holly Melton-Clark

In Memory of Naomi Ruth Gregg
OTC Faculty ICE 351

In Memory of Lander James Johnston
Hal & Nancy Higdon

In Memory of Matthew McKinsey
Charles & Stephanie Correll
David McKinsey & Maithe  
    Enriquez
Joel & Jenny McKinsey
Tim & Judy McKinsey
Laura Peterson

In Memory of David James Moore
Jim F. & Cathy Moore

In Memory of Nina Myers
Norman K. & Pat Myers

In Memory of Sgt. Joseph M. Peters
Kelly Greenwood-Creager
Betty Denson
Terri Fahnestock
Norman Hill
Travis Miller
Dennis Peters
Rick Taylor

In Memory of Rex Pierce
Maria Elena Blackmon
Jennifer Bump
Cindy Cummins
Julie Edwards
Janet Fisher
Olivia Foster
Joe Freeman
Nancy Freeman 
Norma Hedgpeth
Pam Jason
Gary King
Sydney Laflen
Cheryl Li
Jennifer Mitchell
Carole Rickman

Bert Simmons
Eloise Thomas
Cindy Weber
James Whitt
Fan Zhou
Zack Zweigle

In Memory of Virginia M. Pierce
Kay Murnan

In Memory of Jerald Powers
Donna Powers
Todd & Stacy Yerby

In Memory of Celia Scifer
Hal & Nancy Higdon

In Memory of Frank Shepard
Staci Burton
Julia Edwards
Steve Fritts
Jessica Gerard
Donna Graham
Loren Lundstrom
Jeff Meyer
Michael Pulley
Susan Siemens
Barrie Talbott

In Memory of Georgia Strickland
Margaret Carrington
Maria Cino
Cliff Davis
Hal & Nancy Higdon
Mary Kellogg
Neal & Leatha Mathers
John & Bonnie Reese
Charles Sumners 
J. Aline Sutton
Chris & Kristy Whipple

In Memory of Jarred Welch
Tim & Keena Burnet
Kevin Shelton

G ifts to honor or remember 
outstanding individuals 
is a special way to pay 

tribute to a friend or loved one. The 
following donors made contributions 
to the OTC Foundation in honor or in 
memory of someone special.
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SCHOLARSHIPS & FUNDS

AEL Fund
ASA (Automotive Service Association) 

Scholarship
Bob and Susan Beine Scholarship
Bob Grand Scholarship
Carol Jones Scholarship
Chancellor’s Scholarship
Charles T. Banta Sr. Scholarship
Charlie and Mary Beth O’Reilly 

Scholarship
Christian County Elks Lodge 2777
Christian County Master Gardener 

Scholarship
CoxHealth Scholarship
Culinary Arts Scholarship 
Dean, Anna Mae and David Dean 

Lewis Scholarship
Dolores and Alden Brooks Memorial 

Fund

Dental Programs Scholarship
El Club de Español Leadership Award 

Scholarship
Enactus Scholarship
Ferrell Duncan Clinic Foundation 

Scholarship
Fine Arts Scholarship
First Generation College Student 

Scholarship
Frank Shepard Study Abroad 

Scholarship
Fuller / Moody Family Scholarship
Gravelle & Harris Scholarship
Hartmann Foundation Construction 

Scholarship
Integrity Home Care Scholarship
J.E. (Ed) Jenkins Memorial 

Scholarship
J.J.B. Craftsmanship Scholarship

James William Scott Memorial 
Scholarship

Jared Family Fund
Jarred Welch Memorial Scholarship
Jerald Powers Memorial Scholarship
Jim E. Frank Memorial Scholarship
Joe and Betty Jo DeLong Scholarship
John Lambert Scholarship
Judge Russell Clark Memorial 

Scholarship
Judy Breeding Accounting 

Scholarship
Lander James Johnston Memorial 

Scholarship
Larson Family Scholarship
Layman Family Fund
Lee H. Cruse Charitable Trust
Lelia Heuer Charitable Trust
Lifelong Learning Scholarship

M any special scholarships and funds have been established through the OTC Foundation. Some of them are 
in memory of individuals; others are funded by generous businesses, organizations, and individuals in our 
communities.
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SCHOLARSHIPS & FUNDS

Linda Gingry Clark Memorial 
Scholarship

Marge Bell Community Spirit 
Scholarship

Marti Speckman Memorial 
Scholarship

Matt McKinsey Memorial Scholarship 
for Students with Special Needs

Memorial Scholarship
Mercy Health System Scholarship
Mexican Villa Culinary Scholarship
Middle College Fund
Musgrave Foundation
Nina Myers Memorial Scholarship
Nursing Scholarship
O’Reilly Family Foundation 

Scholarship
OTC Foundation Golf Tournament 

Scholarship
Ozarks Antique Auto Club 

Scholarship
Parkcrest Dental Group Scholarship

Pepsi Scholarship
Phoenix Home Care Scholarship
Rabbit Trap Scholarship
Ralph and Helen Ramsey Memorial 

Scholarship
Reliable Toyota Lexus Scion 

Scholarship
Reliable BMW / Audi Springfield 

Auto Scholarship
Respiratory Therapy Fund
Richard Glenn Staats Scholarship
Rick and Karen Hughlett Scholarship
Robert and Frances Keever 

Scholarship
Rods & Relics Scholarship
Roy W. Slusher Foundation
Russell “Kelly” Campbell Scholarship
Sam F. and June S. Hamra 

Scholarship
Sgt. Joseph M. Peters Memorial 

Scholarship
Shady Inn Scholarship

Smith-Glynn-Callaway Foundation
Society of Manufacturing Engineers 

Scholarship
Southwest Missouri Code Officials 

Scholarship
Staff Association Scholarship
Student Emergency Fund
Trustees Scholarship
Turner Family Foundation 

Scholarship
Veterans Loan
William N. Bunselmeyer Memorial 

Scholarship
Workforce Development – 

Construction Readiness Scholarship
Workforce Development – Heavy 

Equipment Operator Scholarship
Workforce Development – Transport 

Training Institute Scholarship
Workforce Development – Welding 

Scholarship
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FOUNDATION REPORT

Assets 2013 2014

Great Southern Bank – Foundation $135,470 $545,816

Community Foundation of the Ozarks $3,499,244 $4,314,310

Total Assets $3,634,714 $4,860,126 

As of June 30, 2014, with comparative totals for June 30, 2013. Based on pre-audit 2014 financial statements.

Fund Balance 2013 2014

Unrestricted  $584,903  $882,353

Restricted $1,255,347 $1,351,344

Endowment (Revocable) $776,558 -

Endowment (Irrevocable)  $1,017,906  $2,636,428

Total Fund Balance  $3,634,714  $4,870,125

OTC Foundation Balance Sheet

OTC Foundation Assets Growth
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12+14+19+23+21+30+54+61+73+97$6
13

,2
64

$7
19

,5
53

$9
44

,8
75

$1
,1

41
,7

78

$1
,0

40
,5

30 $1
,5

29
,4

47

$2
,7

07
,0

57

$3
,0

61
,1

72 $3
,6

34
,7

15

$4
,8

60
,1

25

$5M

$4M

$3M

$2M

$1M

0



Annual Report 2014   33

FAST FACTS

OTC Revenue Sources

Enrollment (Fall Semester)

2010 ‘11 ‘12 ‘13 2014
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The OTC Foundation was 
established in 1995 to help 
meet the growing needs of 
the college. At the time of 
incorporation, Ozarks Technical 
Community College was in its 
fifth year of operation with 
3,507 college credit students. 
Presently, the college serves 
nearly 15,000 credit students 
and an additional 7,900 non-
credit students. OTC continues 
to grow, helping meet the 
strong demand for job-skills 
education and workforce 
training in southwest Missouri.

The OTC Foundation is 
incorporated as a not-for-
profit 501(c)(3) corporation 
independent from the college. 

The OTC Foundation Board 
of Directors is comprised 
of 29 community leaders 
representing a broad cross-
section of businesses within 
the college’s service area. Board 
members represent leadership 
and community service and 
share the Foundation’s value 
of ensuring opportunities for 
success at OTC. 
 

The mission of the OTC 
Foundation is to maximize 
private gift support for the 
college while continuously 
laying the groundwork for 
future fundraising success, 
in order to aid the college 
in fulfilling its own mission 
of excellence in education, 
research, and service.

WAYS TO SUPPORT OTC

M aking a charitable gift to the OTC Foundation is an important and 
personal decision. We invite you to invest in the students at OTC 
by considering the following ways to give. The information provided 

below may be useful, but you should not consider it legal or tax advice. Contact 
your attorney, tax advisor or accountant for details. 

Ways to Give

•  Unrestricted Contributions: Contributions can be made to the area of greatest 
need for student support at the college.

•  Restricted Contributions: Contributions can be made to a specific area of the 
college, such as a department, named or endowed scholarship fund.

•  Named Gifts: Donors can establish an endowed scholarship with a minimum 
initial investment of $10,000 or may designate a gift of $2,500. The fund can 
be in your name, the name of you and your spouse or the name of another 
family member, friend or colleague. Each investment will support Ozarks 
Technical Community College students or programs for years to come.  

 
Types of Contributions

•   Cash, check or credit card

•   Appreciated assets such as stocks, bonds or mutual fund distributions

•   Personal property such as equipment, art, vehicles or furnishings

•   Online gifts at foundation.otc.edu

•   Matching gifts

•   A planned gift, such as the following:

•   Bequest

•   Real estate 

•   Life insurance

•   Retirement plan

•   Charitable gift annuity

•   Charitable remainder trust

•   Charitable lead trust

OTC Foundation Staff

ABOUT US

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

OTC FOUNDATION MISSION

Ms. Stephanie Sumners
Chief of Staff 

Ms. Amy Bacon
College Director of Development 

Ms. Kristin Farish
Secretary for the OTC Foundation
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COLLEGE LEADERSHIP

OTC Foundation Board of Directors

Mayor Raeanne Presley
Mr. Donald Babb

Mr. Bob Beine
Ms. Judy Breeding
Mr. Brad Brown
Dr. Jerry F. Cash

Dr. Dolly F. Plaster Clement   
Mr. Leon Combs

Ms. Voncille Elmer
Dr. Marshall Gordon

Mr. Grant Haden
Mr. Sam Hamra

Ms. Nikki Holden
Mr. Rick Hughlett
Mr. Jim Hutcheson

Mr. Curtis Jared

Mr. Joe Jenkins
Mr. Randy Madsen

Mr. Mark McFatridge
Ms. Lisa Person
Mr. Steve Plaster
Ms. Jan Robbins
Mr. Neal Spencer
Mr. David Taylor

Mr. Mark Haseltine
Chair

Mr. John Gentry 
Vice Chair 

Mr. Paul Sundy 
Secretary

Mr. Jim Towery
Treasurer

OTC Board of Trustees

Mr. Greg DeLong
Chairman

Mr. Chip Sheppard
Vice Chairman

Mr. J. Howard Fisk
Secretary

Mr. Larry Snyder 
Treasurer

Ms. Jennifer Kennally

Mr. Jeff Layman

OTC Chancellor’s Cabinet

Dr. Hal L. Higdon
Chancellor,

OTC Springfield Campus President

Dr. Steve Bishop
Provost & Vice Chancellor for 

Academic Affairs

Mr. Rob Rector 
Vice Chancellor for 

Administrative Services

Ms. Stephanie Sumners
Chief of Staff 

Dr. Jeff Jochems
OTC Richwood Valley Campus  

President 

Ms. Marla Moody
Vice Chancellor for 

Finance

Ms. Joan Barrett
Associate Vice Chancellor for  

Student Affairs

Mr. Mark Miller
College Director of  

Communications & Marketing

Mr. Cliff Davis
OTC Table Rock Campus  

President

Mr. Joel LaReau
Vice Chancellor for 

Information Technology 

Mr. Tim Baltes
Associate Vice Chancellor for Human 
Resources & Workforce Development

 



Generosity makes 
dreams a reality. 

We invite you to make a difference by 
investing in your community through OTC. 
The OTC Foundation turns dreams into reality 
for thousands of students through scholarship 
awards, campus improvements and academic 
enhancements. To learn more, please visit 
foundation.otc.edu or call (417) 447-2651.

1001 East Chestnut Expressway
Springfield, Missouri 65802


